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PREFACE 


T he distinctive feature of this work is that the functions dis- 
cussed are primarily not functions of a single variable direction 
but functions of several independent directions. Functions of a 
single direction emerge when the directions originally independent 
become related, and a large number of elementary theorems of 
differential geometry express in different terms a few properties 
of a few simple functions ; since one of the objects of the essay is 
to emphasise the coordinating power of the theory; the presence of 
many results with which every reader will be thoroughly 'familiar 
calls for no apology. 

In the applications to the geometry of a single surface two 
functions thought to be new are described. The first, studied in 
Section 4, depends on two tangential directions, reduces to normal 
curvature when these directions coincide, and is called here bilinear 
curvature. I became acquainted with this function in 1911 and used 
it in lectures (‘arly in 1914. The second, the subject of Section 6, 
depends on three directions, and reduces to the cubic function as- 
sociated with the name of Laguerre ; the function is symmetrical, 
and because the eejuations of Codazzi can be read as asserting its 
symmetry I have called the general function the Codazzi function. 

The theory of multilinear functions does not merely coordinate. 
It affords simple proofs of the relations between the cubic functions 
of Laguerre and Darboux (G’281, 0*284) and of formulae (7*242, 
7*8.51, 7*352) for the twist of a family of surfaces, and it leads 
naturally to expressions (7*241) for the rates of change of the two 
principal curvatures of a variable member of a family of surfaces at 
the current point of an orthogonal trajectory of the family, expres- 
sions that arc interesting because their existence was deduced by 
Forsyth in 1903 from an enumeration of invariants. 

E. H. N. 


June^ 1920 . 



NOTE 

For the sake of brevity, the space considered is real, but the 
restriction operates only to the same extent as in other branches 
of differential geometry. If it is removed, the intrinsic distinction 
between the positive square root and the negative square root of 
a given uniform function has to be replaced by a more artificial 
distinction based on a dissection that is to some extent arbitrary. 
And there is always a possibility that results need modification 
if isotropic lines or planes are involved ; as a rule, nul vectors are 
admissible as arguments but nul directions are not. 
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MULTILINEAR FUNCTIONS OF DIRECTION 

« 

Preliminary Paragraphs 

0*1. The association of a direction OR with a real number ?% 
which may be positive, zero, or negative, determines a vector 
which will be denoted by of this vector r will be called the 
amount in the direction OR. The vector possesses in addition to 
the direction OR the reverse direction, which we shall denote con- 
sistently by 0R\ and the amount of in the direction OK is — 
The zercj vector has all directions, and its amount in every direction 
is zero ; a proper vector has only two directions and two amounts. 

A vector of amount unity is called a unit vector or I'adial. The 
vector l/f has the direction OK as well as the direction 072, but 
there is no confusion in describing the direction OR as the direction 
of the radial. 

0 2. There is an infinity of angles between two directions in 
space, but these angles all have the same cosine. If is an angle 
l|p1?tveen directions 072, OS of two vectoi's r, s whose amounts in 
these directions are ?*, .v, the product depends only on r 

and s, not on any choice which is arbitrary when the vectors are 
given; this product will be called the projected product* of r and 
s and denoted by rs. The projected product of a vector s and a 
radial is the proj(‘ction of s in the direction 072, and the pro- 
jected product of two railials is the cosine of the angles between 
their directions. 

0*3. Any three vectors p^ p-, p'* which are not coplanar form a 
vector frame, in which the arbitrary vector r is determined by the 
three scalars t/, f such that 

r = f 4- 7;p- 4- ?p^ 

* Many writers liave not hesitated to call this the scalar product, although the 
function is the negative of that for which Hamilton designed the name. There 
is no universal notation ; to transfer the letter as well as the name rendered familiar 
by Hamilton and to appropriate brackets ot some special kind are courses equally 
open to criticism, and if there is heie a vacant role in the symbolism of vector 
analysis it is one for which the initial of Gibbs and Grassmanu may be cast with 
peculiar fitness. Neither r . ■ nor r x s is quite secure from misunderstanding, 
since Heaviside uses the one for a dyad and Gibbs the other for a vector product ; 1 
am conservative enough to regard rm as denoting a quaternion. 
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The polar of the frame p^p^p* is the frame p'p^ps 
c^p^p* is unity or zero according as h and k are the same or 
different, that is to say, such that p^ is at right angles to both p^ 
and p* and S p^p^ is unity, p^ is at right angles to both p* and p^ 
and S p^p^ is unity, and p® is at right angles to both p^ and p® 
and c^p^P^ is unity. If 

r = \pi -f /tp2 + vW. 

then c^’rp^ = X, = 

and since the relation between the two vector frames is reciprocal, 
c^=rp^ = ?, c^^rp^ = ^, c^’rp«=r; 

considered as derived from the frame p^p*p^ the projected products 
X, /A, V are naturally called the polar coefficients of r. 


0 * 4 . When we have occasion to use a Cartesian frame of refer- 
ence, we shall not assume it to be trirectangiilar. We shall use 
«, /9, 7 for angles between the axes of reference and A, B, T for 
angles between the planes, A being an angle from the second plane 
to the third round the first axis just as a is an angle from the 
second axis to the third in the first plane ; A, B, F are external 
angles of the spherical triangle of which a, /8, 7 are sides. Also we 
shall denote by T the sine of this triangle, that is, wo shall write 

T = sin ^ sin 7 sin A = sin 7 sin a sin B = sin a sin /3 sin F. 

Then if y, z are the components and i, in, n the projections 
of any vector. 


0-41 


I — X -\-y cos 7 + cos /3, 


m = X cos 7 4- 2/ + cos or, 


L n = a? cos y8 + 2/ cos a 4- -3^, 
and on the other hand 


0*42 


X = sin^ a 4- cot F 4 yiT~^ cot B, 
y = cot F 4- 7 ?iT “2 sin^ ^ 4* cot A, 
z = ZT“^ cot B 4- 77 iT“^ cot A 4- sin^ 7. 


The projected square of the vector, having the value lx 4* my 4- nz, 
can be expressed as a quadratic function of components alone by 
means of 0*41 or of projections alone by means of 0*42 ; thus 

0*43 = ic® 4- 2 /^ 4- 4 "^yz cos a 4 2-^0? cos ^ 4 ^xy cos 7, 
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but in terms of projections alone is most readily given by means 
of a determinant ; eliminating x, y, z between 0*41 and 

4- my + nz 

we have 

1 cos 7 COSyS I =0, 

cos 7 1 cos a m 

COS /8 cos a 1 n 
I m n 

that is 

044 = 1 COS 7 cos /3 i I . 

cos 7 1 cos a m 

cosyS cos a 1 n 
I m n 0 

If OP is a direction perpendicular to each of two directions 
ORy OS and if is an angle from OR to OS round OP, the cosines 
of OP are given in terms of the ratios of OP and OS by 

0*45 {Ipy mpy ??p)sin = T | Vr ^r j 

I Vs j 

and the ratios of OP in terms of the cosines of OR and OS by 
0*46 (^p, yp, ^p)sinejj.s’ = T-M^ Ir • 

1 h i 

The components x, y, Zy and the projections U niy n, of a vector 
r in the Cartesian frame OABG are the coefficients and the polar 
coefficients of r in the vector frame composed of the radials 
1^, Ijj, Ip, But it must be observed that the polar of this vector 
frame is not as a rule the Cartesian frame polar to OABC but 
consists of vectors of amounts T""* sin a, T""^ sin /S, T“^ sin 7. 

0*6. For the comparison of directions in one plane actual angles 
can be used, a definite direction of angular measurement being 
adopted. An angle from OS to OT will be denoted by this 
angle is not free from ambiguity, for any restriction on the magni- 
tude or sign of angles is not merely superfluous but irksome, but 
cos €sp and sin e^T are determinate functions of the two directions 
OSy OT, and so also is the rate of change of ’with respect to any 
variable on which the directions depend in a regular manner. 
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When axes of reference A'OA, BOB are being used in the 
plane, an angle will be denoted by o). To deal simply and 
symmetrically with a variable direction 01 \ angles are 

both required ; the sum 6^1^+ must differ from to by an integral 
multiple of 27 r, and a, yS, or if necessary ofy, /Sy, will be used for a 
pair of angles 6^47^, €tb subject to the convention a + y8 = «. 

The theory of multilinear functions of direction in a plane per- 
sistently associates with each direction one of the perpendicular 
directions, and the direction which makes a positive right angle 
with OT will be denoted by OE or by OEj^) for OE^ will be sub- 
stituted OD. 


06 . A function F{T) of the direction OT in a plane regarded 
as a function F{€iyj) of an angle to OT from a fixed direction OW, 
requires for its study its derivative dF This derivative 
is itself a function of ejyjr, that is, of the direction OT, but since it 
does not really depend on 0 W it may be called simply the angular 
derivative oi F{T) and will be denoted by daF{T)\ 


0*61 daF{T) = lim [{F( 8 ) - F{T)]/€rsl 

A function of a number of independent directions in a plane has 
an angular derivative with respect to each of them, and the various 
angular derivatives of F{Qy R, •••) will be written daqF^Q, R , ...), 
daBF{Q, R, ...), and so on. 

If the directions OQ, OR, ... in a plane are made dependent on 
a direction OT in that plane, the function F{Q, R, ...) becomes a 
function of OT, having an angular derivative with respect to OT 


given by 


0e lyQ de ^vT WK de jyy 


The dependence of OQ, OR, ... on OT is a dependence of angles 
CrpBj ... on OT, and since 

^WQ = + ^TQy ^WR = ^WT + ^TR* • • • > 

the derivatives dejyQjdeB^j^, dejyjildejyT, ... have the values 

\ dci€jiQ, \ -^r dll€j^ii, ..., 

and 

0 ’ 62 . The angular derivative with respect to OT of a function 
F(Q, R, ...) of directions themselves dependent on OT is 

(l + daerq) daQF+(l+da€TR)dajiF+ 
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In particular 

0*63. If the directions OQ, OR , . . . make constant angles with OT, 
the angular derivative of a function F{Q, R, with respect to OT 
is the sum ofihe several angular derivatives daqF, daj^F, — 

An angular derivative in space is a function of two directions at 
right angles. If ON is a direction at right angles to OT, the di- 
rection of angular measurement in the plane to which ON is normal 
is related to ON by the spatial convention ; a function of direction 
in space becomes by the restriction of its argument to the plane 
normal to ON a function of direction in that plane, with an angular 
derivative whose value at OT depends no less on ON than on OT, 


1. Linear and Multilinear Functions 

1*11. Intrinsically, a linear function of a variable vector is a 
function whose value for the sum of two vectors, and therefore also 
for the sum of any finite number of vectors, is the sum of its values 
for the several components ; a multilinear function is a function of 
a number of independent vectors that is linear in each of them. 

1*12. The value of any linear function for the argument r^ is 
r times the value of the same function for the argument 1 ^. If a 
frame of reference OABC is used and the components of the variable 
vector r are w, y, z, then since r is 4 + yl^ -h a function F{t) 
which is linear is necessarily expressible as 

(lyi) + yF { 1 b ) + (lc)> 

and conversely a function of r which is of the form xL + yM + zN 
where L, M, N do not depend on r must be linear : 

1*121. A linear function of the vector r is a function which is a 
homogeneous linear function of the components of t in any frame, 

113. A function whose arguments are radials may be regarded 
as a function simply of direction, and a function of direction is said 
to be linear if the function of r and OR obtained by multiplying 
its value for the direction OR by the number r is a linear function 
of the vector rR, We can if we wish avoid the explicit mention of 
vectors in the definition of a linear function of direction, either by 
introducing implicitly the definition of the sum of two vectors or 
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by using a frame of reference. A function of direction is linear if 
given any two successive steps OQ, QR, of lengths p, q, whose 
resultant OR has length r, the sum of p times the value of the 
function for the direction OQ and q times the value of the function 
for the direction QR is r times the value of the function for the 
direction OR, And a function of direction is linear if it is expressible 
as a homogeneous linear function of the ratios of the direction with 
reference to any frame ; with this last definition we have to notice 
that a function of the direction ratios which is not given as a homo- 
geneous linear function may in fact be expressible in this form in 
virtue of the quadratic identity to which the ratios are necessarily 
subject. 

1 * 14 . The definitions of linear and multilinear functions of 
vectors and directions are designed to restrict as little as possible 
the nature of the function. In the present work the ultimate 
equations are scalar, but vectors and other functions are essential 
to the processes. 

1 * 21 . For an arbitrary function of the k vectors Fj, Fa, ... f^^, the 
natural notation is of the form J’(Fi, Fg, ... f^;), but for a function 
that is multilinear there is more even than brevity to be gained 
by substituting the form PrjFg ... Fj^, or P^F^Fg ... if the degree 
of the function has to be made prominent, for this form emphasises 
the identities such as 

P (S + t) Fa . .. Ffc = P SFa . . . Ffc + P tFa ... F;fc 
involved in the definitions. It must be remembered that the order 
in which the vectors are written is not irrelevant unless the function 
is symmetrical in its definition: a function defined unsym metrically 
may be in fact symmetrical, in which event the order of writing the 
variables does not affect the truth of any formulae but the assertion 
of the symmetry is in itself significant. 

1 * 22 . The function of direction Pl^l^ ... is often denoted by 
Pab x. Were an attempt made to deal with functions of direction 
without mention of vectors this compact alternative would be used 
throughout, but since as a rule the sum of two radials and the rate 
of change of a variable radial are vectors that are not radials, the 
operations that are most natural commonly involve functions of 
directions and functions of vectors in one equation, and the effect 
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of too persistent a substitution of ^ Pl^ljg... lx is un- 
sightly. 

1*31. The advantages of detaching the symbol P from the group 
PriTg ... rjb are secured by the method of Russell : P denotes the 
r^ation of a value of the function to the set of vectors on which 
the value depends, and is called a multilinear relation. The relation 
P will be described as the core of the function pT^r^.-.Tk and of 
the corresponding function of direction ^ AB ..K* 

1*32. To prove that 

1*321. The sum of any finite number of functions multilinear in 
the same set of vectors is itself a multilinear f miction of the set 
and that 

1*322. The product of a 7nultilinear function by any scalar is a 
multilinear function 

is easy. These propositions give further justification of the notation 
we are using, and provide a basis for definitions of the addition of 
cores and of the multiplication of a core by a scalar : 

1*323 (SP)r,r,...r, = 2(Pr,r,...r,), 

1*324 (rP) r^rs . . . Tfc = r (P . . . Vk). 

1*33. In a multilinear function of degree k any h of the variable 
vectors or directions may play a parametric part. The function is 
then regarded as multilinear in the remaining k — h variables, with 
a core which is a function of the h parameters, and we have only to 
compare 1*323 with the original definition of a multilinear function 
to see that this core is multilinear in the parameters ; it is a multi- 
linear function w'hich is neither scalar nor vector. Thus the bilinear 
function Prs or P^s yields two linear functions which are written 
as (P^s) r and (Pr^K) s or {Pii^)s\ if the degrees of the 

different functions are to be exhibited, the two linear functions of 
direction subsidiary to P'^^s shewn as and (P^r^Ys* 

1*41. If Xfi^f Xh^ coefficients of in a vector frame 

p'p2p3, the linearity of a function PTiFs ... rjb-irjb in r* implies the 
equality 

1*411 Pr,r,..,rk-{n=^ 

Xk^P r,rj . . . r*_,p' + xi‘P fir, . . . r*_,p* + x/P r,r, . . . 
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and the expansion of each of the variable vectors in turn in the 
same way gives the result 

1*412 = 

^ p"iip»W2 . . . pw^-ipw^^ 

where each of the affixes mi, rwg, ... mk-i, nik stands for one of the 
three symbols 1, 2, 3, and the summation extends to the 3* possible 
terms. To obtain a formula in terms of the projected products 
c^TaP^ ^/lP^ all that is necessary is to remember that these 
projected products are the coefficients Xk^, Xf^, Xh^ of in the frame 
pip 2 p 8 polar to p'p^p®, whence 

1413 Prir,,..rk^irk=^ 

2 (c^*rip”“) . . . {<^rk-iP^k-i)(^rkV'''^) P p^ip^a . . . prwfc-ip«*fc. 

Particular cases of 1*412 and 1*413 are expressions for the multi- 
linear function referred to a Cartesian frame, namely 

1*421 P TiT ^ . . . r* = . . . cjT^Pmim^ Mk> 

where c/i^ C}^ are the components of Vk and Mh stands for A, B, 
or C according as stands for 1, 2, or 3, and 
1 *422 P Fj rj . . . Fib = p . . . k’^i^ , 

where pk^, jp^*, p^^ are the projections of F/^ and k^ k* are those 
vectors normal to the planes OBG, OCA, OAB whose projections 
on OA, OB, OC are unity. 

1 * 43 . From 1*412 follow two fundamental theorems : 

1 * 431 . The value of a multilinear function is known for every set 
of vectors in space if it is given for every selection from any three 
vectors that are not coplanar ; 

1 * 432 . A function that is multilinear is wholly symmetrical if it 
is symmetrical with respect to any three vectors or any three direc- 
tions that are not coplanar. 

Because of the second of these results, any two groups of theorems 
which express the complete symmetry of the same multilinear 
function with respect to different sets of vectors may be regarded 
as equivalent : this is one of the ways in which results diverse in 
form are coordinated by the theory developed here. 

The two theorems of the last paragraph assume the functions 
involved to be defined for all sets of vectors or directions in space. 
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If only a single plane is in question, it* is sufficient in 1*431 for the 
selection to be made from two vectors in that plane but not collinear 
and in 1*432 for the symmetry to be established for two such 
vectors. 

1*51. That 

*1*611. The projected product of two vectors is a bilinear function 
of these vectors^ 
and that 

1*512. The projection of a constant vector on a variable direction 
is a linear function of the direction, 

follow from the elementary distributive property of the projected 
product. The converse of these theorems is also true, for if a, 6, c 
are scalars, aa? + 6?/ + cz is the projected product of the vector of 
components x, y, z and the vector of projections a, b, c, and if the 
former vector is the radial ly, the same sum represents the pro- 
jection of the latter vector on OT : 

1*513. Every linear scalar function of the variable vector r can 
be exhibited in one way only as the projected product of r and a 
vector independent of r, and every linear scalar function of the 
variable direction OT in one way only as the projection on OT of 
a vector independent of OT, 

It is convenient in both cases to call the vector the source of the 
linear function. 

1*52. The projected product of the sources of two linear functions 
affords the simplest example of a scalar which depends only on 
two cores, and if the cores are Q and R this projected product will 
be denoted simply by QR, If Q and R themselves involve variables 
QR is of course a function of these variables. Thus if from two 
bilinear functions Rcp are formed two linear functions 

(Qa*)b (R*D)cy lihe projected product is a function of the 

directions OA, OD ; it is in fact a bilinear function, and so can be 
used to form on the same principle an infinity of other functions, 
such for example as R^d* 

1*63. Any two cores of the same degree give rise to a function 
corresponding to the projected product of the sources of two 
linear functions, but in the absence of a direct definition of this 
function in general, we must describe the function defined in the 
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last paragraph in such a way as to indicate the line of extension. 
Referred to a frame OABG, the linear function P r can be expressed 
in the two forms 

+ 'in^yr + oo^lr 4- y^'nir + 

where P, vF are the projections and the components 

of the source, and since the value of the projected product of two 
linear cores Q, R is given by the two sums 

IQ^R + m^y^ + x^ + z^n^y 

not only are these sums equal but their value is independent of 
the particular frame OABO. Similarly the multilinear function 
PriFg ... rjfc whatever its degree can be expanded with reference to 
the frame 0 ABC in the two forms 

S P^mi wi2 ... wjt 6*1^” ‘ 6*2’^'* . . . S rrii.,. mk 

and if Q, R are any two cores of the same degree k the sums 

are equal and have a value independent of the frame OABC ; this 
coiiimon value detiiies the projected product of the cores Q, P, and 
is denoted by QR, 


1*64. When once the projected product QR is defined for cores 
of arbitrary degree, a whole group of functions is seen to be 
derivable from any two or more cores, or indeed from any one core 
of degree not loss than two. For example, from a trilinear core P 
by regarding one direction OB as parametric we derive a bilinear 
core if Q is a bilinear core, the projected product P*^tQ, 

better denoted by is itself a linear function of OP and 

gives rise by combination with any linear scalar* core P to a pro- 
jected product (P*§t Q*t) 5 without attempting to classify func- 
tions of this kind we must recognise their nature when they 
present themselves. 

Symmetry reduces the number of distinct functions to which 
a given multilinear function is related. For example, if Rod 
are unsymmetrical bilinear functions, the four bilinear functions 
QmsR*Ty Qs*R*t> Qs^Rt* ^'^e distinct, but if the original 

functions are both symmetrical, the four derived functions coincide. 


1’66. If two multilinear functions Qrir 2 ...rife, Prir 2 ...rjb of the 
same degree are defined only for vectors in a particular plane, the 
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projected product QR can be defined as in 1*53, with the sole 
difference that the frame of reference is two-dimensional. More- 
over, if one multilinear function Qrira.-.r^ is defined only for 
vectors in a particular plane and another Rrir 2 ...rk of the same 
degree is defined without restriction on Fi, Fg, ... Fj^, a projected pro- 
duct is definable by the restriction of the arguments of i 2 F 1 F 2 ...F* 
to the plane in which they can serve as arguments to QFiF 2 ...Fjfc 
also, and no confusion can be caused by denoting this projected 
product by QR ; the only point to be remembered is that if by a 
change in the definitions the restriction on the arguments of 
QF 1 F 2 ...FA; is subsequently removed, QR will be in danger of 
acquiring a second meaning inconsistent with the first. 

1*61. Should the function Pfj F a... F j^ involve any variables other 
than the vectors Fj, Fg, ... Fj^, then if a change in these additional 
variables is not necessarily accompanied by a change in the vectors 
it is the core that is to be regarded as a function, and a limit of 
PFiF 2 ...Fjfc for variations in which Fj, f^, ... Tk are constant is a 
function of Fi, Fg, ... Vjc which if multilinear can be used to define 
a limit of P. It is difficult to be more precise in this assertion 
without placing undue restriction on its scope ; the case which is 
for us important affords the best commentary ; if PFiFg.-.Fjfc is a 
scalar or a vector depending on a scalar variable t in such a way 
that for each particular set of values of f^, Fg, ... there is a 
derivative d{P YiT. 2 .,,Tj^jdty it follows from 1*321 and 1*322 that 
this derivative is multilinear in Fi, Fg, ... Fjt, and dPjdt is defined 
as the core of d (P . . . Tk)ldt, 

1*62. It is on the assumption that the vectors Fi, F 3 , ... f* not 
only can be but a?*e independent of t that d{P rir 2 ^>-Tjc)/dt is 
multilinear and introduces dP/dt But this derived core is of no 
less service in the evaluation of d{PT{r^.,,Vk)ldt when the vectors 
vary with ty the symbols, in consequence of 1*323 and the defini- 
tions, grouping themselves in the familiar manner 

1*621 d (P Fi Fa . . . Vi,)jdt = (dPjdt) f^ Fg . . . Ta; + P {dr^jdt) Fg . . . f* 

-f P Fi (dVildt) . . . F* 4- . . . + P TjFa . . . {drjcjdt). 
This identity is sometimes of service for the calculation of 
{dPldt)TiV^,,.Y]cy but there is nothing in the formula so used to 
shew why the function obtained is multilinear. 
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1*71. The multilinear functions of differential geometry are not 
so much functions of directions in space as functions of directions 
at a point; in other words, they are functions of direction with 
cores depending on a variable point. 

Let P*' Fi Fa . . . Ffc be such a function, dependent on the position 
of a point Q, and suppose Q to be confined to a curve through a 
particular point 0. On this curve P* can be regarded as a function 
of the arc s measured to Q from some fixed point, and to calculate 
the rate of change dP^jds a frame of reference may be used ; then 

ds do) ds dy ds~^ dz ds ' 

that is, 

1712 dP^jds = Pfxrp + P^yx + PJ^zx, 

where Pf, P^y PJ^ arc functions of position having no relation to 
the curve described by Q and Wx, yx> direction ratios of 

the tangent to this curve. Hence 

1713. The rate at which the core of a midtilinear function depen- 
dent on position changes at a point 0 ivith respect to the arc of a curve 
through 0 is the same for all curves whose direction at 0 is the samey 
and can be called simply the rate of change in the common 
direction, and further 

1714. The 7'ate of change of the core of a multilinear function in 
a variable direction is a linear function of that direction. 

If the rate of change of the core P* in the direction OR is 
dP^jdsji, the function r{dP^jdsf)T^T 2 »--Vk is linear in the vector 
rn as well as in the k vectors Fi, Fg, ... Yj^ and is therefore a multi- 
linear function of degree 4- 1 ; its core, which depends only on 
the variation of P* in space, is called the gradient of P* and de- 
noted by Sometimes the function P**^^ Ti Fg . . . F* Fj^+i is called 
the gradient of the function P^YiY^ ... f^;. 

That linear and bilinear functions have a part to play follows 
from 1*511 and 1*512, and on account of 1*714 the appearance of 
functions of higher degrees is inevitable, but it is not every useful 
multilinear function that is derivable from some linear or bilinear 
function by the formation of successive gradients. 

1*72. If Fj, Fg, ... Fjfc instead of being independent variables are 
definite functions of the position of the current point 0 on a curve. 
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the rate of change of the multilinear function P* Fj Tg . . . with 
respect to a parameter t on the curve is given by 
1721 d (P* Fi Fa . . . n)ldt = P*+^ Fi Fa . . . F^; W 
+ P* {dr^jdt) Fa . . . Ffc + P* Fi (dr,ldt ) . . . F;^ + . • • + P* f, Fo . . . {dvjcjdt), 
where w is the velocity of 0 with respect to t In particular, the 
raJe of change of a function of direction P^^b... k along a curve in 
the direction OL is given by 

1-722 + 

the vector dljjjdsj^ is not as a rule a unit vector, nor is this vector 
a linear function of OL unless the dir<^ction OH is independent of 
the direction OP, so that in the majority of applications it is only 
the first of the terms on the right of 1722 that is itself a function of 
direction, but if dl^/dsi can be put into the form pp + qQ + rjiy 
where OP, OQ, OR are known directions, then 
1723 

and the multilinear function of direction whose core is P^ reappears 
with different sets of directions for arguments and with scalar 
multipliers that do not depend on P*. 

1‘81. If the source of the linear function Qj, of direction in a 
plane is the vector then 

1'811 Qp = r cos €j{ 2 ^ 

and therefore 

daQj' = r cos ^ tt) = r cos 

that is, 

1‘812 daQr=Q/?’ 

The value of the angular derivative of a linear function in the 
direction OT is the same as the value of the function itself in the 
direction which makes a positive right angle with OT 

In other words 

1*813. The angular derivative of a linear function Qp of direction 
in a plane is the linear function whose source is obtained by rotating 
the source of Qx through a positive right angle. 

1*82. The partial angular derivatives of a multilinear function 
of independent directions in a plane are given at once by 1*812, and 
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extension to functions multilinear in interdependent directions is 
made by the rise of 0-62 and 0‘63. For example, if Pst is bilinear, 

1*821 dcigP ST~ ^ DT> dUxP ST ~ 

1*822 dctP tt~ P KT ^TE~ — ^ EE > 

1*823 d(iP te " EE **" ^ TT “ dO/P ^ t> 

from 1*822, 

1*824. If Pgx any bilinear function of directions in a plane, 
the sum of the values of the quadratic function directions 

at right angles is constant; 

1*823 shews that Pet is constant, but this is merely a 

second version of the same theorem, obtained by regarding PgE as 
a function of OS and OT, 

1*83. To look for the angular derivative in an arbitrary plane 
of a scalar linear function of direction in space is to reach familiar 
ground. Let Rf be the linear function whose source is r, let ON 
be any direction in space, and let s be the component of r at right 
angles to ON ; if OT is a direction at right angles to ON, the pro- 
jection of r on OT is the projection of s on OT, and therefore the 
source of in the plane at right angles to ON is s ; it follows 
from 1*813 that the angular derivative of R^ in this plane has for 
its source the vector obtained by rotating s through a positive 
right angle round ON, and this we recognise as the vector product 
of r and l^y. 

2. Fundamental Notions in the Kinematical Geometry 
of Surfaces and Families of Surfaces 
2*0. To prepare for geometrical applications of the theory of 
multilinear functions it is necessary to examine the different vectors 
of the form where each of the directions OH, OK is either 

constantly normal or constantly tangential to a definite surface 
through 0, and the rate of change is with respect to the arc of 
some curve whose direction at 0 is OK, It is assumed that by a 
satisfactory convention one of the directions at right angles to the 
surface is chosen to be called the normal direction, and that there 
is a spatial convention by which the choice of the normal direction 
determines the direction of angular measurement in the tangent 
plane at 0. The normal direction is denoted by ON, and OR, 08, 
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OT will be used for arbitrary tangential directions ; for the rest, 
the notation is that described in 0‘5, 

2*11. The vector is the velocity of the Gaussian image 

of 0 as 0 moves along the surface in the direction OT; it is at 
right angles to ON, and may be described either directly as due to 
the spin of the tangent plane about the conjugate tangent or by 
components or projections with respect to given tangential directions 
The latter course has the advantages of involving no difficulties of 
sign and of introducing two functions of prime importance : if the 
velocity of the Gaussian image is resolved into a component along 
the tangent and a perpendicular component, the amount of the 
first of these in the direction OT' reverse to O'T is the normal cur- 
vature of the surface in the direction 01\ and will be denoted by 
Kny and the amount of the second in the direction OE' with which 
OT makes a positive right angle is the geodesic torsion along OTy 
for which 9 ^ will be used. Symbolically 

and since the directions Or, OE are perpendicular 

2112 1 Ty 

2113 9 ^ = - //{dl^jdsT) 1» 

212. Because the direction ON depends only on the position of 
0, not on the direction OT, the vector dlj^lds^ is a linear function 
of the direction OT, and the projection of this vector in a direction 
08 independent of OT is linear in both 08 and OT. It follows that 

2121. The normal curvature and the geodesic torsion of a surface 
are quadratic functions of direction, 

from which it is a corollary that 

2122. Neither Kn nor 9 ^ can vanish along more than two tangents 
at 0 luithout vanishing in every direction through 0. 

2*21. Analysis of the vector dlsl^^r arbitrary relation of 

the tangential direction 08 to the curve described by 0 is illuminated 
by the corresponding analysis of the particular vector This 

latter is the vector of curvature of the curve, and being necessarily 
at right angles to OT is determined by its projections in any two 
directions normal to the curve. When the curve is being considered 
in relation to a surface on which it lies, the directions on which the 
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vector of curvature is projected are ON, the normal to the surface, 
and OE, the tangential normal to the curve : the amount of the 
normal projection is the normal curvature tCn, and the formula 

2*211 Kn = (dlj^/dSj) Ijvr 

is reconciled with 2*112 by the consideration that since is 

constant the sum (^(dlj<ldt) ljv^+ cf(dli^/d^) ly is zero whatever the 
variable t ; the amount of the tangential projection is the geodesic 
curvature of the curve, and this will be denoted by Kg\ 

2*212 Kg = {d^ j'jds'^ 

Because ON and OE are at right angles, and coplanar with the 
vector of curvature, 

2*213 d\r£ld‘Sj> = Kn^^f "b E* 

2*22. The change in a tangential radial I,*? as 0 moves on the 
surface is partly a motion zvith the current tangent plane, and 
partly a motion in this plane ; the two components, of which the 
first is wholly normal and the second wholly tangential, play equally 
useful but dissimilar parts, and have no analytical resemblance. 

2*31. The component of dlsldsrp normal to the surface to which 
OS and OT are tangential I propose to call, for reasons that will 
become apparent, the bilinear cui'vature of the surface in the direc- 
tions OS, OT, and to denote by kst'- 
2*311 K^'p = {d\gjdsp^ Ijv'* 

This function must be recognised in a variety of different forms 
which are readily found. 

The motion of with the tangent plane is determined by the 
spin of this plane, which if OC is a direction conjugate to OT is a 
spin of a definite amount p about OC : 

2*312. If OC is a direction conjugate to OT and the spin of the 
surface along OT is of amount p round OC, then 

KsT = p^iri€cs- 

To avoid the use otp, which cannot be made a single- valued function 
of position and direction by any satisfactory convention, all that is 
necessary is to resolve the vector pc along determinate directions. 

lipc is resolved into a vector along OS and a perpendicular vector, 
only the second of these components affects 1^, and the rate of 
change of 1^ as far as it is due to this component has the same 
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amount in the direction ON as the component itself has in the 
direction OD' with which OS makes a positive right angle round ON: 

2*313. The hilinear curvature is the projection in the direction 
with which OS makes a positive right angle of the spin of the current 
tangent plane as 0 moves in the dwection OT, 

•Another aspect is presented if the spin of the tangent plane is 
related to the velocity of the Gaussian image ; the latter of these 
vectors is obtained by rotating the former through a negative right 
angle in the tangent plane and therefore 

2*314. The hilinear curvature /cs^ is the projection in the direction 
reverse to OS of the velocity of the Gaussian image of 0 with respect 
to the arc of any curve in the direction OT. 

This result can be expressed in symbols in the form 
2*315 = — c/ 1^*, 

and is deducible algebraically from the definition 2*311, for since 
c^’l^ljy^ is always zero, 

2*316. <!/{d\sldt) + c^idl^jdt) Is = 0, 

whatever the variable t 

2*32. The relation of bilinear curvature to normal curvature is 
seen immediately from 2*211 and 2*311 : 

2*321. The hilinear curvature of a surface reduces to the normal 
curvature when the directions on which it depends coincide. 

But the part to be played by the bilinear curvature in coordinating 
properties of different functions of a single direction is better ap- 
preciated after a comparison of 2*315 with 2*112 and 2*113; the 
identity of Kn with appears again, and is seen to be ket- 

2*322. If OE is the tangential direction making a positive right 
angle with 01\ the hilinear curvature ket is the geodesic torsion of 
the surface along OT. 

In virtue of 2*321 and 2*322, 2*111 may be written 
2 323 cZljy^/cZ^y = — /cyjrljT — 

and it follows that if P r is any linear function of a vector, 

2*324 P ifi\j^ldS'[j = ““ KjfjfPj' Ket ^ ~ 
because OT and OE are at right angles. 

2*33. The apparent duplicity of 2*312 has been removed in 2*313 
by means of the definite directions OS and OD; it may be removed 
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otherwise by the use of OT and 0E-. since the spin along OT is the 
sum of Kn about OE' and about OT, 

2-331 KgT “ COS 652* — sin 

a formula which in the form 

2-332 

^ST — ^TT ^SE ^ET ^TS 

merely expresses the linearity of the function in the direction OS. 

2*41. The tangential component of dlgjdsT being necessarily at 
right angles to OS, its direction of measurement can be chosen and 
an unambiguous scalar obtained; the amount of the tangential 
component in the direction which makes a positive right angle with 
OS I call the swerve of OS along OT and denote by o-/, or by only 
if the manner of the dependence on OT can be assumed: 

2*411 <T/^.9{dlsldsT)lD> 

The swerve of OS along OT is the rate at which OS rotates about 
ON as 0 moves in the direction of 0T\ hence if OR, OS are any 
two tangential directions dependent on the position of 0, 

2*412 <Tfp^^ = dej^gfdsrpi 

The swerve of OS in any direction exceeds the swerve of OR in the 
Same direction hy the rate of change of an angle from OR to OS. 

From this theorem comes a method of evaluating by means 
of a curve in the direction of OT, for from 2*212 and 2*411 it follows 
that is Kg, that is, that 

2*413. If OT is the current tangent to a curve on a surface the 
swerve of OT along OT is the geodesic curvature of the curve, 
and therefore 

2*414 = Kg + {dexsjds). 

The swerve <7^ is equal to Kg if has any constant value, and 
in particular 

2*415 Gjf^Kg. 

2*42. If the direction OS depends only on the position of 0, the 
vector dlsjdsT is a linear function of OT, and therefore since the 
swerve is the projection of this vector in a direction independent 
ofOT, 

2*421. The swerve along OT of a tangential direction which depends 
only on the position of 0 is a linear function of OT. 
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Hence 

2-422 (Tx^ sin w = sin ^ sin a, 

and so in particular 

2*423 ax^ sin co = aj' sin /9 + sin a, 

, 2*424 Fa-/ sill €0 = sin /3 4- sin of, 

L<72i® sin (o = sin ^ sin a, 
formulae which by 2*414 are equivalent to 
2425 tCg sin (o=[kg->r {dajds)] sin ^ + {kg - {d^Jds)] sin a, 

2*426 r {Kg — {dajds)] sin o) = >5:^ sin /3 4- {kg — (rfw/ds)] sin a, 

4- (d/3/cZ5)j sin CD = {/i:p 4- {dtojds)] sin ^-\rkg sin a, 
where kg , kg are the geodesic curvatures of the curves of reference 
and .S', s are arcs of these curves. The last two formulae can be used 
for isolated curves, but 2*425 supposes OT to be known not merely 
along a particular curve but along the reference curves also, and is 
therefore available only in the discussion of the typical member of 
a family of curves; in other words, 2*425 assumes a definite tangential 
direction to be associated with every point on the surface and gives 
the geodesic curvature at 0 of the particular curve which passes 
through 0 and has at every one of its points the direction corre- 
sponding to that point. 

2 * 61 . The definitions 2*311, 2*411 are combined in the equation 
2*611 d\^ldSx ^ l^sT^N ^ Di 

which has for particular cases 2*213 and 
2*612 dli ji^jdsj' 

The three formulae 2*213, 2*512, 2*111 express that 
2 * 613 . The frame OTEN has the spins 9^, — k^ fCg; 
the calculation of the vector dlf^/dsx by means of this moving frame 
reproduces 2*511, if ksx and ex/' are regarded as defined by 2*331 
and 2*414. 

2 * 62 . To the first writers on differential geometry, to associate 
the curvatures and torsions of curves on a surface with the form of 
the surface itself was the fundamental problem, and if the problem 
has lost its interest with its difficulties, the solution is not the less 
valuable. Supposing a curve and its tangential indicatrix both to be 
free from stationary points, a choice of direction along the principal 
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normal at a single point fixes the standard direction OP along 
the current principal normal everywhere, and renders determinate 
the binormal direction OB and the sign* of the curvature. The 
fundamental trirectal OTPR has no spin about OP, and its spins 
about OB and OTsire the curvature k and the torsion <? of the curve. 

If a curve is on a given surface, a continuously varying angle, 
determined by choice at a single point, from OP, the principal 
normal of the curve, to OiV', the normal to the surface, is called 
the normal angle of the curve on the surface and denoted by cr. 
The spin of the trirectal OTEN differs from that of the trirectal 
OTPB only by the addition of a component of amount d'tsTjds about 
OP; hence the spin of OTEN is compounded of 9 -f (dtsr/cZs) about 
OT and k about OP, and since the latter of these components is the 
sum of K cos tsT about OE' and tc sin tzr about ON^ 2 513 shews that 

2*621. The normal curvature ^ the geodesic curvature ^ and the 
geodesic torsion, of a curve on a surface are related to the curvature 
and torsion of the curve in space by the formulae 

/Cn = /c cos -CT, ^^ = /csint!r, 9^ = 9 + (dtsy/cZs), 
where w is the normal angle, 

2*61. In dealing with a family of surfaces it is necessary to con- 
template the variation of normal and tangential radials when the 
current point is no longer confined to a single surface. Since a rate 
of change in any oblique direction can be calculated by means of 
normal and tangential rates of change, the rates of change that have 
now to be discussed are normal, that is, are rates of change as the 
current point describes an orthogonal trajectory of the family, and 
the arc of this curve will be denoted by n. The vectors to be 
examined have the forms dl^^jdn and dlj^jdn, 

2*62. To suggest the evaluation of dlf^jdn presupposes that along 
the particular orthogonal trajectory under consideration there is 
associated with each position of 0 a definite direction OS tangential 
to the surface through 0; the vector dlf^ldn is then a vector in the 
plane ODN and is naturally described by its projections on OD and 
ON, The vector dlj^jdn is the vector of curvature of the trajectory 

* The common convention that in solid geometry this sign must be positive is 
mischievous beyond words. The curvature of a curve is in fact the amount of a 
vector, positive if measured in one direction and negative if measured in the reverse. 
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and is not itself dependent on particular tangential directions, but 
to describe it by means of scalars reference to specific directions 
must be made; by a choice of tangential directions having intrinsic 
relations to the surface a purely intrinsic account of dljfjdn can be 
given, but not only do applications involve the projection of dljy/dri 
on an arbitrary tangential direction 08, but since the directions 
08, ON are at right angles, this projection is the negative of the 
projection <^{dlsldn) 1^ which is in any case required in connection 
with dl^jdn, 

2*71. The tangential component of dlsldn, which I call the swing 
of 08 round ON, is related to ON just as the swerve of 08 along 
OT is related to OT, and the notation of 2*41 can be adopted: 

2-711 = 

In fact if 08 and OD are directions depending only on the 
position of 0, the projection (ff{d\sldsp) 1^ has the same value for 
all curves in the direction OP, whether this direction is tangential, 
oblique, or normal, and the function < 7 / defined by 

2*712 ap^^^\dlsldsp)lj, 

is a linear function of OP. 

The result expressed by 2*412 is true whatever the direction of 
the curve involved, and in particular 

2*713 O’ 2 ^^ — O 

so that 

2*714. If the angle between two tangential directions is constant 
along a trajectory the directions have the same swing about the normal, 

2*72. To use 2*713 for the calculation of swings, the swing of 
some one direction must be known. Anticipating acquaintance with 
the principal tangents of a surface, we observe that because these 
tangents are at right angles on every surface, the four principal 
directions have the same swing; this swing I call the twist of the 
family and denote by tsr. From 2*713, 

2*721 o*/ = -sr + {d^ldn), 

where f is an angle to 08 from a principal direction of the surface; 
this formula breaks down at an umbilic, and is quite useless if the 
family is composed of planes or spheres, when the principal directions 
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are everywhere indeterminate, but in general the twist is the first 
swing to be calculated. 

Referring for a moment to a topic less elementary than will occupy 
us in these pages, it may be mentioned that the vanishing of the 
twist is the necessary and sufficient condition for a family not com- 
posed of planes or spheres to be a Lame family, that is, to be one 
of three families forming a triply orthogonal system. 

2*73. We shall write 
2*731 Ts^c9\d\sldn)l^, 

and call the function the spread of the family along OS, Being a 
linear function of 0 /S, the spread is given with reference to any two 
tangential directions OA^ OB by a formula of the usual type: 

2732 Tg sin 6) = sin sin a^. 

274. Combining 2*731 with 2711, and noting that dl^^ldn is 
necessarily at right angles to 1 ^, we have 

2741 dlsldn = o-/ 1^ + 1^.. 

2*81. As has been perceived in 2*62, 

2*811 t.5 = - c9{dl^ldn) Is. 

The tangential vector dlj^jdn can be expressed by its projections 
on any two tangential directions: 

{dli^rldn) sin 6 ^ 2 ’= {^^(dljyrM^)!!)} Ir- 1 s> 

that is, 

2*812 (dl Njdn) sin €st = ~ ly. 

In particular 

2*813 = — T^l^f — Tx>l/), 

which combines with 2*741 to express that 

2*814. With respect to the arc of the orthogonal trajectory^ the 
frame 08DN has spins — r^, o-j/. 

With 2*741 and 2*813 can therefore be associated 

2*815 dXjyjdn = — (t^\s + 

-but this is only another version of 2*741, for has the same value 
as and 08 makes a negative right angle with OD, 

2*82. That dl^ldn is the vector of curvature of the trajectory 
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must not be overlooked. Formulae giving the curvature in terms 
of spreads are 

2821 

which is general, and 

2-822 = + 
where OD and OS are as usual perpendicular. 

2*83. Comparison of 2*814 with 2*513 suggests a valuable out- 
look on the functions Suppose a surface drawn to contain 

the trajectory under consideration and to have 08 for a tangential 
direction at every point of this curve; 0N8 is the tangent plane 
to this surface at 0, and if OD is taken for the positive normal 
direction, the relation of the frame 0N8D to the trajectory regarded 
as a curve on this surface shews that 

2*831. On any surface containing the orthogonal trajectory and 
having OD for current normal along the trajectory y this curve has 
geodesic torsion ajfy normal curvature — t/), and geodesic curvature 

-Tg. 


3. Surfaces and Multilinear Functions associated with 
a Function of Position in Space 

3*11. Referred to a frame OABGy a function d> of position in 
space becomes a function of the coordinates Xy y, z of the variable 
point, and in all that follows it is assumed that the functions con- 
cerned are not merely absolute constants, and are regular. 

If <I>Q denotes the value of at the point Q, the aggregate of 
points for which has the particular value 4 >q is the class of points 
satisfying the equation 
3*111 ^ {Xy y, z) = 4)q, 

and is therefore in general a surface, the 4>-surface through Q* 
Singular points are omitted, and the region considered is one 
throughout which the <I>-surfaces* compose a family of which one 
and only one member passes through any point. 

Conversely, any one surface is given by a set of equations of the 
form 
3*112 


x =/(«, v), y=g (a, v), z^h (a, v), 
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and any family by a set of the same form in which the functions in- 
volve in addition to u and v a parametric variable w. The eliminant 
of u and v from the set of equations 3T12 is a relation between 
Xy y, Zy and w which within a sufficiently restricted domain can be 
put into the form 

3*113 <I> {Xy y, z) = w. 

Hence geometrical properties of ^>-surface and a ^-family, in 
so far as they do not involve the function <I> itself, are properties of 
all regular surfaces and families of surfaces. 

3*21. Along a curve, defined by the expression of Xy yy z as 
functions of the arc 5, the function 4> has a rate of change given by 

_ 0<1> dx dy 0<I> dz 
ds dx ds dy ds ^ dz ds ' 

that is, by 

3*212 d^jds == 

where <[>*, 4>y, the partial derivatives of <[>, are themselves 
functions of position having no relation to the curve, while X'p, y^y 
Zjr are the ratios of the direction OT of the curve. Thus 

3*213. The rate of change of a regular scalar function of position 
in space along any curve depends only on the direction of the curve 
and is a linear function of that direction. 

The linear function whose value in the direction OP is the rate 
of change of <& along any curve in that direction will be denoted 
by fjhe corresponding function of the vector p being written 
as with any other linear function, 

3*214 

and is identical with 

3*22. The source of the linear function is called the gradient^ 
of at 0, and will be denoted by G : 

3-221 c^'Glp = <D'p. 

If G is everywhere the zero vector, then is an absolute constant ; 
this case excepted, the region under consideration, though in special 
cases it may be broken into a number of separated parts, is not 

* It is not necessary to distinguish in practice between the source and the core 
of a linear functiozK 



sensibly contracted by the omission of the points where G is zero. 
The assumption is therefore made that G is nowhere zero, it being 
understood that the restriction implied is not on <I> but on the 
domain throughout which results are asserted to hold. Within a 
united region where G is nowhere zero, the two amounts of G are 
separate single-signed functions of position, nowhere zero ; one of 
these functions, not necessarily the one that is positive, is chosen 
and called the slope of <i> ; the slope will be denoted by (?. 

3*23. At a point 0 where G is not zero, the directions in which 
the rate of change of 4> is zero arc the directions at right angles 
to G. Hence 

3*231. The tangent plane at 0 to the ^-surface through 0 is the 
plane through 0 at right angles to the gradient of <I> at 0, 
and the directions of the normal to the <I>-surface are the directions 
of G; of these directions the one in which G has the amount 0 is 
determinate, and is called briefly the normal direction at 0. The 
normal direction, denoted always by OiV, varies regularly with the 
position of 0 ; hence 

3'232. Every <^-surface is bifacial within a united region where 
<I> is regular and the gradient of^ is nowhere the zero vector ^ 
and the choice of sign for the slope G determines implicitly the 
direction of angular measurement in every tangent plane. 

3*31. The gradient of the core of the linear function is 
denoted by and the bilinear function is called the bilinear 
rate of change of <1^ in the directions OP, OQ. Differentiation of 
the sum ^yyp-\-^zZp with respect to a variable which is 

not involved in the ratios ccp, yp, Zp gives 

3*311 tt, V = a;, y, z, 

where the summation covers the nine possible terms; since the 
second derivatives are equal, 

3*312. The bilinear rate of change of any regular function is 
symmetrical in the two directions on which it depends, 

3*32. If the direction OQ coincides with the direction OP, the 
bilinear function becomes a function which may be called 
the quadratic rate of change of <P in the direction OP, This function 
must not be confused with the second order rate of change d^^jdsp^. 
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which is not the same for all curves in the direction OP : applica- 
tion of 1*722 to 

3*321 d^jdsp = 

gives 

3 322 d^^jdsp^ = d" (d^pjdsp') = ^^pp c^Gr (c?lp/c?5p), 
and since dlp/dsp is the vector of curvature of the particular curve 
along which the rate of change is being found, it is only when either 
the curvature is zero or the principal normal is tangential to the 
4>-surface that the last term disappears from 3*322. 

3*41. The conception of the bilinear rate of change, and the 
fundamental theorem 3*312, are immediately extended. The core 
<1>* has a gradient <!>*, and so on, and the multilinear rate of 
change of ^ of degree k is the function ^^pq^ where for each 
value of h in succession is the gradient of With a frame 
of reference, 

3*411 r = .wSptQ...Wr, 5, ^, . . . w = oc, y, -sr, 

the coefficients being the partial derivatives when 4> is expressed as 
a function of z\ hence 

3*412. Every multilinear rate of change of a regular function of 
position is symmetrical in the variable directions. 

3*61. The rate of change of 4> along any curve on a <I>-surface 
being zero, 

3*611 = 0 

if OS is restricted as usual to denote a direction tangential to the 
^>-surface at 0 ; on the other hand by the definition of the slope 
3*612 a>V = G. 

From 3*511 and 3*512 together comes the expression for <t>^r when 
r is arbitrary : if r is expressed as ps + where OS is tangential, 
then because the function 4)^r is linear 
3*613 -f 

and substitution from 3*511 and 3*512 gives 

3*614 = 

that is, 

3*616 a>ir = (?c^rljv; 

this formula is of course obvious from the definition of O. 
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4. The Bilinear Curvature of a Surface 

411. That 

• 4111. The bilinear carmture of a surface is a bilinear function 
of the two tangential directions on which it depends 
is obvious equally in every expression given for kst iu 2*3, and this 
property alone implies such formulae as 

4112 sin^ «t) = sin ^85 sin /3r + sin sin 

+ sin OLg sin + f^BB sin ag sin 

4*113 dagfCg'p — r^DTi dajifCgji = 

where OS, OT are independent of each other, 

4*114 dujiKg'p =(14* daji€jig) /cj)^ + (1 4" ^SEf 

if OSy OT depend on a tangential direction Oi?, and in particular 

4*115 daicjrrji 5 = /'Cjjp 4* i^te ~ "* daKj^jfi, 

4*110 daKjijg = /Cjuj^ ”” Kj^ji = daKfijjfy 

special cases of 1*822 and 1*823. 

4*12. Dupin s theorem, that 

4*121. At any ordinary point of a surface the sum of the normal 
curvatures in two directions at rnght angles is a constant, 
is shewn by 2*321 to be a case of 1*8*24, that is, to follow from the 
simple fact that the normal curvature is a quadratic function. 

The half of the constant sum + ^ee is the mean curvature of 
the surface at 0 , and will be denoted by B ; 

4*122 Ktt ^EE 2/^. 

The differences Xn — B and B — Kn are the excess and the defect 
of curvature along OT, To write 

4*123 = 25 — fc^ 

is to express kee directly as a function of OT, and the function 
f^EE ”■ f^TTf which appears in 4*116 and in a number of other formulae, 
is given by 

4*124 

^EE 2 (-^ — ^nX 

that is to say, is twice the defect of curvature. 
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An actual formula giving the mean curvature is easy to find. 
For 4'112 gives 

4125 ktt sin® (o = sin® y 8 + + ^js. 4 ) sin )8 sin a + kbb sin® a, 

and substitution of a + ^8 — Jtt for a, yS gives 

4126 kee sin® cos® ^ + ^ba) cos ^8 cos a + Kbb cos^a, 

whence by addition we have not only a trigonometrical proof of 
Dupin s theorem but the explicit result 

4127 2J5 sin® « = Kaa “ {f^AB + i^ba) cos w + kbb • 

4*21. But bilinearity alone does not account for the importance 
of the function kst- Differentiation of 3*511 along a curve on a 
<I>- 8 urface gives 

4*211 + O' (dls/dsT) = 0, 

and substituting from 3*515 we see from 2*311 that 

4*212. The bilinear rate of change of a function ^ along kvo 
directions OS, OT tangential to the ^-surface is connected wiifL the 
bilinear curvature k^t of the surface in those directions by the equation 

0®,sf2» "h 0 tCgj? — 0, 

where G is the slope of <I>. 

And this result not only enables the bilinear curvature to be calcu- 
lated in specific cases, but taken with 3*312 shews that 

4*213. At any ordinary point of any surface, the bilinear curva^ 
ture in two directions is a symmetric function of those directions. 

From the combination of this result with 4*1 11 springs the whole 
elementary theory of the curvature of a surface. 

4*22. Since identically 

4*221 sin Ss sin ofy - sin sin /Sy = sin o) sin Cst, 
the necessary and sufficient condition for 4*213 to follow from the 
explicit formula 4*112 is the equality of the coefficients 

4*222. The symmetry of the bilinear curvature for any one pair 
of distinct directions at a point implies algebraically the symmetry 
of this function for any other pair of directions at the same point 

With the substitution of Kab for 4*112 takes the form 

4*223 Kst sin® w = Kaa sin / 8 ^ sin 

+ fCAB (sin sin ofy + sin sin pf) + kbb sin olq sin «!’> 
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giving 

4-224* Kn sin® <o = sin® /8 + 2 ai:^j, sin ;9 sin a + Kbb sin® a, 

4-225 sin’* 0 ) = — sin /S cos /8 — Kj^b sin (a — /8) 

-i- ^ijfisinacos a, 

and 4*127 becomes 

4*226 2jB sin** « = kaa ~~ ^f^AB cos o) H- kbb- 

It need hardly be said that all relations between bilinear curvatures 
of one surface in different pairs of directions at one point are de- 
ducible from 4*223 by pure trigonometry, or that this method of 
deduction has nothing to recommend it. 

4*23. A simple case of 4*213 is the assertion that if ns de- 
scribed in 2*3, is zero for a particular pair of directions, then so also 
is To say that is zero is to assert that as 0 moves in the 
direction OT the tangent plane at 0 rotates about OS ; in other 
words 

4*231. A pair of directions for which the bilinear curvature is 
zero is a pair of conjugate directions. 

Hence 4*213 includes the familiar theorem that 

4*232. If OS is conjugate to OT then OT is conjugate to OS, 
and the application of 4*222 to this result takes the form that 

4*233. If a surface is known to have a single pair of mutually 
conjugate distinct tangents at a point, the symmetry of the bilinear 
curvature at that point can be inferred. 

4*24. By means of 2*331 the symmetry of the bilinear curvature 
can be expressed as a relation between the normal curvatures and 
geodesic torsions in two directions without explicit mention of the 
bilinear function ; comparing the two formulae 

4*241 K^t f^TT COS ^KT SlU 

^Ts “ ^ss COS “h Sin 

we have 

4*242 ““ fCgs^ cos e^T ~ "h f^Ds^ sin e^ji, 

* This formula shews that a geometrical theory without the bilinear curvature is 
as incomplete as an analytical theory without the function for which M is used by 
Scheffers, Forsyth, writers in the Encyk. d» Math. Wiss., and others, D' by Bianchi, 
and D'ImJ(EG ~ F*) by Gauss and Darboux. 
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or to use a notation convenient with reference curves 

4-243 (icn- Kn) COS = (9g + ig) sin ft), 

a result given in other symbols and used again and again by Darboux. 

4*31. The relation between geodesic torsions in perpendicular 
directions is simpler in form than the relation between nornwil 
curvatures asserted in Dupin s theorem, but belongs in fact to a 
more advanced stage, depending as it does not on the bilinearity 
alone but on the symmetry of the bilinear curvature. To write 
down this relation from 4*225 or 4*243 is of course simple enough, 
but an appeal to first principles shews more clearly on what the 
result depends. The lineanty of in the direction OT implies 

4*311 /CgT^ 

and in virtue of the symmetry of the function this equation gives 

4*312 ^ST ~ ^ 5 

hence in particular 

4*313 K j!<j> 4* == 0, 

and since OT' is the direction making a positive right angla with 
OE the function kj>'e is geodesic torsion along OE : 

4*314. The sum of the geodesic torsions in two directions at right 
angles is zero. 

This result, like 4*232, is a special case of 4*213 and implies the 
more general theorem in which it is included; thus 4*314 and 
4*232 in spite of their diversity of form are theorems implying 
each other, that is, are equivalent theorems, on account of the 
bilinearity of the bilinear curvature. 

4*32. Brevity is often achieved by the use of the function 
I + i^sF^y which is the symmetrical bilinear function of 08 and 
OT that reduces to the geodesic torsion when 08 coincides 
with OT ; it is natural to write 

4*321 ^ 

and to call this function the bilinear torsion, but it must be 
recognised that the function has none of the fundamental impor- 
tance of the bilinear curvature. Identically, 

4*322 = ^9 > 

4*323 Set ^ *” ^rr) 
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and 4’314 can be expressed in the form 

4*324 

Being bilinear and symmetrical, the function 9 ^^ has its value 
given in terms of directions of reference OA, OB by 

4*325 952» sin* ft) = 9^^ sin /3s sin /8y 

+ 9^j 5 (sin ^s sin cit + sin or^ sin + ^bb sin or^ sin a^. 

But unlike the coefficients f<^BB> l^he coefficients 9 ^^:, ^abj 

9j 5J5 are not numerically independent, for the sum <;tt'^^ee is not 
merely constant but is zero : 

4*326 9^^ — 2^ab cos (o + ^bb — 0, 

4*33. The angular derivatives of the normal curvature and 
geodesic torsion are given in 4*115 and 4*116. Since as well 
as is 9 ^, the first of these formulae becomes 
4*331 daKn=^2<;gy 

a familiar result; 4*116 is equivalent to 

4*332 da^g==2(B — fCn)t 

which is therefore more elementary than 4*331 since it is proved 
without reference to the symmetry of kst» There is a temptation 
to replace 4*331 by 

4*333 da(Kn-B)^2^g 

and to treat as correlative the geodesic torsion and the excess of 
curvature, but the suggested analogy must not be pressed too far. 

Written in the forms 

“ 29yr> dciKj^ji ^ 2 ^bt 

4*331, 4*332 are seen to be corollaries of the more general theorem 
that 

4*334. If OS is inclined to OT at a constant angUy then 
daKsT = 

an immediate deduction from- 4*114. 

4*41. A function of direction that is not a mere constant must 
have at least one direction of maximum value and one of minimum. 
If OT is a direction along which the value of Kn is a minimum, 
then the value along OT' is the same minimum, while it follows 
from Dupin’s theorem that along OE and OE' the value is a 
maximum. Hence unless has the same value in every direction 
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from 0 , there certainly are two distinct tangents along which the 
value of Kn is stationary. On the other hand, 4’331 implies that a 
tangent along ‘which is stationary is a tangent along which is 
zero, and since is a quadratic function there cannot be more 
than two of these tangents unless 9 ^ is zero in every direction. 

4-411. At an ordinary point of a surface, either the normal 
curvature is the same in all directions and the geodesic torsion is 
zero in every direction, or there is one tangent along which the 
normal curvature has its least value and one along which the normal 
curvature has its greatest value, these tangents are at right angles 
and are the only tangents along which the geodesic torsion is zero, 
and the normal curvature in a variable direction increases or de- 
creases steadily as the direction rotates from one of these ta 7 \gents 
to the other. 

A point at which the normal curvature has the same value in all 
directions is an umbilic ; the constant value is of course equal to 
the mean curvature B at the point. 

4*42. From 4*332 and 4*333 it follows that the sum (/<■» — Bf + 9^2 
does not vary with OT but is a function only of the position of 0 
on the surface, in general positive but zero if and only if 0 is 
umbilical. Spheres and planes are composed wholly of umbilics, 
but from a surface that is neither plane nor spherical the umbilics 
can be removed, for it can be proved that they are isolated points 
or compose isolated curves. Throughout a region which is nowhere 
umbilical, the two square roots of {k^ - Bf + are separate single- 
valued functions of position ; one of these, selected and called the 
amplitude of curvature, will be denoted by A : 

4-421 (Kn-By + ^g^^A\ 

From 4 421 the extreme values of Kn at a point 0, corresponding 
to the directions along which 9 ^ is zero, are B- A and B + A ; 
these are the principal curvatures of the surface at 0, and I write 
4*422 = — A, 3/5 = 5 + A. 

The principal tangents, that is, the tangents along which the 
normal curvatures are 01 ^, 3 / 5 , are individually determinate when 
the sign of A has been chosen. To secure complete freedom from 
ambiguity, definite directions along these tangents must be chosen 
also ; the choice along one principal tangent at one point is arbi- 
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trary,and determines the standard direction along the corresponding 
tangent at all neighbouring points ; the standard direction along 
the other principal tangent is then fixed by the convention that 
4*423. One of the angles from the first principal direction to the 
second is a positive right angle. 

The principal directions at 0 will be denoted by OGi, OC5, but 
as affixes i, z will be substituted for Ci, Cz. 

4’43. The equation 
4*431 ~ ^ 

which characterises the directions of curvature implies of course 
4*432 = 0, 

and is therefore equivalent to the combination of 
4*433 /c.sr = 0 

with the condition that OS and OT are at right angles : 

4*434. At any ordinary point that is not an umbilic, the principal 
tangents are the only ttvo conjugate tangents at right angles. 

4*44. From the definitions and the convention of 4*423, 

4*441 Kii = Kiz = 0, Kzz, = ^Zy 

4*442 €15 = \ir. 

Substitution in 4*228 gives for any two directions 
4*443 COS cos -f- sin sin 

where f denotes an angle to the variable direction from the first 
principal direction; the forms corresponding to 4*224 and 4*225 
which are special cases of 4*443 are 

4*444 /Cn = cos® f + 3^5 sin® 

4*446 = ( — ^t) cos f sin 

the formulae of Euler and Bonnet, of which the first was transformed 
by Euler himself into the shape 

4*446 fCn = B -A cos 2f 

and the second is 

4*447 sin 2f, 

A, B having the meanings assigned in 4*11 and 4*42. Corollaries 
of* 4*444 are 

4*448 Kn- — ^A sin® Kn- "2 A cos® 
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which with 4*447 give 

4*449 = (^8 /Cjl) (/fyi — ^i), 

a relation which is otherwise evident from 4*421. 

4*46. To relate 4*443 to the fundamental property of a direction 
of curvature is a most instructive exercise. If OC is a direction of 
curvature and o/ is the corresponding principal curvature /Cccy the 
spin along OG is a vector of amount » in the direction with which 
00 makes a positive right angle, and therefore the projection of 
this vector on the direction OE* with which OT makes a po^iitive 
right angle is ot cos : 

4*451. If OG is a direction of curvature and y is the correspond- 
ing principal curvature, the bilinear curvature Kct ih£ value 
y cos 

Thus 

4-452 ^IT ““ ^ I ^^S ^ZT ““ ^5 frJ 

because kst is linear in OS and the principal directions are at right 
angles, 

4*453 KgT = fCiT COS sin 

and substitution from 4*452 reproduces 4*443. 

4*46. Nor is the proof of 4*443 just given the only use, or the 
chief use, of 4*451 ; it is from 4*451 that come formulae for deter- 
mining the principal curvatures and tangents in terms of magni- 
tudes related to arbitrary tangential directions of reference. 

Because and Kp^ are linear in OT, 

4*461 r Kj^p sin CO = sin jS + sin of, 

\_fCpB sin CO = sin ^ + Kbb siii 
for any tangential direction, while from 4*45 1 

4*462 Kac = ^ OOS (Xc, fC(j£ = ^ cos /Sci 

for a principal direction OG, Hence 

4*463. A direction of curvature in which the normal curvature 
is y is characterised by the pair of equations 

t ^AA ^ + f^AB sin a = sin co cos a, 

Kab shi ^ sin a = iv sin co cos jS, 

Elimination of y reproduces the equation obtained more simply by 
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equating to zero the geodesic torsion as given by 4’225. On the 
other hand, since identically 

sin 0 ) cos a = sin ^ 4- cos o) sin a, sin w cos.)8 = sin a + cos « sin )8, 
the equations of 4*463 can be written as 
4*464 sin yS + ^ cos o)) sin a = 0, 

S>^AB — ^ cos ft)) sin ^ + {iCiiB — sin a = 0. 

Elimination of the ratio sin ^ : sin a yields an equation which ot 
must satisfy, and since this equation is quadratic, it has no roots 
except and 

4*465. The principal curvatures of a surface are the roots of the 
equation 

{pi — K^f) — Kb3^ = cos ft) — iCjiff , 

The equation of 4*465 expands to 

4*466 sin^ 6) — a/ {kj^j — 2ic^B cos ft) -f Kb^ 

and therefore 2S, which is the sum of the principal curvatures, 
and the product of these curvatures, which is the specific or 
absolute curvature of the surface at 0, and is denoted always by 
Ky are given by 

4*467 2B sin* (o = — ^k^ib cos ft) -h kbbj 

which has been obtained already in 4*226, and 
4*468 K sin* w = kbh - f<^AB\ 

the amplitude of curvature is determined numerically from the 
identity 

4*469 

4*47. The fluctuations of the geodesic torsion 9 ^ are seen most 
readily from Bonnet's formula 4*447 ; 

4*471. The extreme values of 9 ^ are — A and Ay and these are 
assumed in the directions midway between consecutive principal 
directions. 

The discussion of 9 rr as the function defined by identifying OS 
with OT in 4*325 is parallel to the discussion of l^be function 
given by identifying 08 with OT in 4*223, and therefore the extreme 
values of ^tt have for their sura ( 9 ^^ — 29^js cos w + 9 ^ 5 ) cosec* ft) and 



44 


for their product ( 9 ^^ <iBB ”* ^ab^) cosec® w. Thus 4*326 is reproduced, 
and the amplitude of curvature is seen to be given by the equation 
4*472 sin®o) = Vjts® - 9 ^^ ^bb* 

4*48. If sin a and sinyS are both known, the direction OT is 
determinate, but the ratio of the sines alone does not distinguish 
OT from 0T\ Thus in general when ot has a definite one of *its 
possible values, either equation in 4*464 defines the corresponding 
pHncipal tangent but not the corresponding principal direction. 
These formulae however render precise a detail left vague in 4*42. 
If 

4*481 sin ajp = sin ^jq = sin cy/r, 

where p, 5 , r are functions of position on the surface, then 
4'482 i*® =^p^ ’\-2pq cos o) + q^, 

and throughout a region where and q do not vanish simultaneously, 
r is a single-signed function determined everywhere by 4 482 if its 
sign is known. Hence the choice of sign of a single radical deter- 
mines the principal direction corresponding to the principal curva- 
ture ^ throughout the whole of a region provided that no points 
are included where simultaneously 

4*483 /C^^ = ^COSW, fCBB^^> 

But 

fCAB = COS ry 

implies that OA is a direction of curvature, 

f<^AB = fCjfB cos (O 

implies that OB is a direction of curvature, and since by hypothesis 
OAy OB lie along distinct tangents, and ' kbb ^-re the extreme 
values of the normal curvature, and the additional equality 

^AA “ ^BB 

implies that 0 is umbilical: having excluded umbilical points for 
the purpose of separating the principal curvatures, we have actually 
obtained a region in which the various principal directions also are 
separated. 

4*49. On any surface, a curve whose tangent at every point is a 
principal tangent of the surface there, or in other words whose 
geodesic torsion is everywhere zero, is called a line of curvature of 
the surface. Throughout a united region containing no singular or 
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umbilical points, the two principal directions at 0 are definite 
directions depending regularly on the position of 0. It follows from 
the theory of differential equations that over such a region there 
are two distinct families of lines of curvature and that through each 
point passes one and only one member of each family. 

If JF' is a regular function of position of any kind on the surface, 
the values at 0 of the rates of change of F in the two positive 
directions along the two lines of curvature through 0 depend only 
on the position of 0 and define by their relations to 0 two functions 
of position which will be denoted by dFjdsi , dFjdsz* These functions 
are not partial derivatives; if in order to use Si and Sz as actual 
coordinates we go so far as to define the position of 0 by its distances 
from two selected trajectories measured along lines of curvature, it 
is still impossible to secure that every curve along which Sz has a 
constant value is itself a line of curvature or has Si for its arc; thus 
even in this case the partial derivative dFjdsi is not the rate of 
change in the direction to which it does correspond and bears no 
intrinsic relation to dFjds^, It follows that although there are rates 
of change d^Fjds^, d^Fjds^dsi derivable from dFjdsi and rates of 
change d^Fjdsidszy d^F/ds^r derivable from dFjdszy there is no reason 
to anticipate equality oi d-Fjdsidsz to d'^Fjdszdsi; in point of fact it 
is easy when JF" is scalar to evaluate the difference between d-F/dSids^ 
and d-Fjdszdsi and to recognise the rare cases in which this difference 
vanishes. 

4 * 61 . A direction of curvature is a direction in which the geodesic 
torsion is zero. If there are directions in which the normal curvature 
is zero, these directions, which are called aspnptotiCy have properties 
not less interesting than have the directions of curvature. 

Since the normal curvature at 0 varies continuously between its 
extreme values the existence of asymptotic directions depends 
on the relation between the signs of these two curvatures, that is, 
depends on the sign of the product IC If K is strictly positive, there 
are no asymptotic directions and 0 is said to be an elliptic point on 
the surface. If K is zero, one if not both of the principal curvatures 
vanishes, and 0 is said to be parabolic. For both of the principal 
curvatures to vanish, that is, for a point to be umbilical as well as 
parabolic, is altogether exceptional on any surface but a plane. At 
an ordinary parabolic point, one only of the principal curvatures 
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vanishes, and the asymptotic directions are the corresponding direc- 
tions of curvature. A developable is a surface composed wholly of 
parabolic points, but on a surface that is not developable the para- 
bolic points in general, if there are any, compose a curve or a number 
of distinct curves separating regions throughout which K is positive 
from regions throughout which K is negative. In discussing 
asymptotic directions attention is confined in the first place to a 
united region composed wholly of hyperbolic points, that is, of points 
where K is strictly negative. 

4*62. Between consecutive directions of curvature at a hyperbolic 
point, there is one and only one direction in which Kn, changing in 
sign from the sign of to the sign of is zero; thus there are 
four distinct asymptotic directions, and since the reverse of an 
asymptotic direction is itself asymptotic these are the four directions 
along two asymptotic tangents. 

With a direction of curvature is associated the corresponding 
normal curvature, which is a principal curvature of the surface. In 
the case of an asymptotic direction it is the geodesic torsion that 
survives, and this magnitude is called the asymptotic torsion 
associated with the direction. 

The fundamental relation of an asymptotic direction 01 to an 
arbitrary direction OT con*esponds to 4*451. The spin of the surface 
as 0 moves in the asymptotic direction 01 has no component at 
right angles to 01 but is simply a spin of amount 9// about 0/, if 
9 /j is the asymptotic torsion along 01] the projection of this spin 
in the direction OE' is therefore 9 /^ sin 

4*521. If 01 is an asymptotic direction and 9// is the correspond- 
ing asymptotic torsion, the bilinear curvature kjj. has the value 
^ II sin 6/j*. 

If OJ, OK are two asymptotic directions at 0, the bilinear 
curvature kjk is shewn by 4*521 to be expressible both as v^j^sin €j^ 
and as it follows without reference to the principal 

directions that 

4*522. The two asymptotic torsions at a hypei'holic point of a 
surface are equal in magnitude and of opposite sign, 
and it follows also that if the existence of two distinct asymptotic 
tangents is known 4*522 implies the complete symmetry of the 
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bilinear curvature. To find the actual values of the asymptotic 
torsions we have only to compare 4*521 with 4*451 : if ^ is an angle 
from 01 to the first principal direction, then 

4*623 sin 0 = /t/i = cos 6, 

and since 0 + ^tt is an angle from 01 to the second principal 
direction, 

4*624 9/7 cos 6 — Kiz- — ^r. sin 6\ 

the combination of 4*523 with 4*524 gives 

4*626 9//“ = — 

that is, 

4*626. The square of the asymptotic torsious is the negative of 
the specific curvature, 

a theorem usually ascribed to Enneper but in fact announced by 
Beltrami four years earlier than by Enneper. 

4*63. For the determination of asymptotic directions from arbi- 
trary directions of reference 4*521 is again useful. Comparing 

4*631 ^AT ~ — ^i£ ^ ^ii ®i^^ 

which are implied by 4*521 , with the general formulae 4*461, namely, 
4*632 r sin 0 ) = kaa sin ^ sin a, 

[ ycji/j sin (o = sin /8 + AfjjTj sin a, 

we find that 

4*633. An asymptotic direction with asymptotic torsion 9 // is 
characterised by the pair of equations 

f^AA sin 0 -h 9/7 sin &>) sin a = 0, 

-{f^AB “ sin Q}) sin y8 + tcj^^ sin a = 0. 

To eliminate 9 // is to obtain the equation expressing that the 
normal curvature is zero; the elimination of sin : sin a gives 
4*634 97 / sin* <0 = f^sBt 

a formula which 4*468 shews to be equivalent to 4*525. 

4*64. Throughout a region where K is strictly negative, the 
asymptotic tangents are distinguished by the asymptotic torsions, 
w’hich are separate functions of position. One of these square roots 
of — is chosen and called the first asymptotic torsion: it will be 
denoted by —9®; the second asymptotic torsion is 9a- Since the 
four quadrants into which the tangent plane at 0 is divided by 
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the principal tangents (7t'0(7x, CzOCz are distinct, and the four 
asymptotic directions lie one in each of these quadrants, the 
asymptotic directions also are distinct. One of the directions of 
the first asymptotic tangent, chosen arbitrarily at one point and 
in consequence determinate elsewhere, is called the first asymptotic 
direction and denoted by OJ, and an angle from this directioif to 
the first principal direction will be denoted by Thus 

4*641 9a sin I u = — cos J V, 9a cos ^ V = sin J v, 
implying 

4-542 cos^ Ju + ^8 sin^ Ju = 0, 

an equation which is of course deducible immediately from Euler s 
formula 4*444. The direction making an angle with the first 
principal direction is one of the directions of the second asymptotic 
tangent, and is denoted by OK and called the second asymptotic 
direction. The angle v is an angle from one asymptotic tangent 
to the other, and is given with as little ambiguity as possible by 
the equation 

4*643 B--Acosv = 0, 

a corollary of 4*446. 

4*66. In the use of the asymptotic directions OJ, OK as direc- 
tions of reference, there is an embarrassing choice, for the bilinear 
curvature kj^ and the asymptotic torsion 9^ are connected by the 
relation 

4*661 kjk = — 9a sin v. 

For any pair of tangential directions, 

4*662 ^sT sin® v “ ^jk (sin sin "f* sin sin 
and for a single direction 

4*663 Sin® V = sin sin Cjj' , 

4*664 9g sin® v = kjk sin ejy) j 

the last formula can be replaced by 

4*666 9 ^ sin V = - 9a sin — ejj)- 

The principal curvatures are given by 

4*666 = — 9a tan J u, = 9a cot J v, 

and therefore 

4*667 ^ = 9a cot V, = 9a COSeC V, if = - 9a“. 



49 


4*66. From asymptotic tangents are defined asymptotic lines; 
these on a united anticlastic region without singular or parabolic 
points compose two families, every point lying on one member of edch 
family. The relation of an asymptotic line to a surface is in a sense 
more intimate than that of a line of curvature. If an asymptotic line 
hasi curvature tc and normal angle tsr, the normal curvature, which 
is zero, is k cos «r, and three cases are distinguishable: if k is not 
zero, then cos or must be zero; if a point where k. is zero is a limit 
of points where k is not zero, continuity requires cos rsr to be zero 
there also; if k is zero everywhere on the line, the line is straight, 
and while as a curve in space it has no determinate principal normal 
at any point, to assign it in its capacity as asymptotic line a definite 
normal by the convention'^ that cos m is zero leads inevitably to 
consistent interpretations of general theorems. Thus cos tsr is zero 
at every point of any asymptotic line, and continuous variation of 
-or being on this account out of the question, there is far more gain 
than loss in a further convention to fix absolutely the value of -or, 
which is taken to be ^tt: 

4*661. The normal angle of an asymptotic line on a surface is 
evei'ywhere a right angle. 

In other words, 

4*662. At every point of an asymptotic line on a surface the 
principal normal to the line is its tangential normal and the hi- 
normal is the normal to the surface; 
further, because tsr is constant, 

4*663. The torsion of an asymptotic line is its geodesic torsion, 
that is, is the asymptotic torsion of the surface in the direction of 
the line, and because 'cr is a positive right angle, 

4*664t. The curvature of an asymptotic line is its geodesic curva- 
ture, 

in sign as well as in amount. In consequence of 4*563, theorems 
concerning asymptotic torsions may be read narrowly as theorems 

* A straight line on a surface is geodesic as well as asymptotic, and as a geodesic 
has for principal normal the normal to the surface. 

t Thi^ is one of the theorems to whose simplicity the convention that curvature 
itself must be positive is fatal. The vanishing of cos xjr is consistent with a value 
- Jtt for w, and if the direction OP is predetermined by the sign of k, two cases have 
to be admitted; either m itself, or a symbol for sin tsr, must then be retained if the 
cases are to be treated together. 
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concerning the torsions of asymptotic lines, and in particular 4‘622 
and 4*626 imply that 

4*665. The torsions at a hyperbolic point 0 of the two asymptotic 
lines through 0 are equal in magnitude and opposite in sign and 
their product is the specific curvature of the surface at 0, 

It is to be remarked that for an asymptotic line to be straight*the 
specific curvature of the surface need not be zero: as an asymptotic 
line on a given surface containing it, a straight line has a definite 
torsion which is the rate at which the tangent plane, which in 
general varies from point to point, rotates about the line; on a 
ruled surface the rotation disappears if the same plane is the tangent 
plane at every point of the line, and this is precisely the degenerate 
case in which K is zero along the whole line. 


6. The Bilinear Rate of Change of a Function of Position 

6*11. The equation 

6*111 = 0 

is of course true only if OS is tangential to the <I>-surface, but the 
derived equation 

6*112 <I>V + {dlsjdsp) = 0 

involves no restriction on the direction OP, and leads not only to 
6*113 ~1* Ok^p = 0, 

the relation used to establish 4*213, but also in virtue of 3*516 and 
2*731 to 

6*114 + Grg = 0, 

where is the spread of the ^>-family along OS, or the negative 
of the geodesic curvature of the <b-orthogonal regarded as a curve 
on a surface to which OS is tangential. 

6*21. By means of 5*113 and 6*114 the bilinear rate of change 
<I>®PQ can be transformed whenever the direction OP is tangential 
to the 4>-surface : if the vector 1 q is the sum + % where UT is 
tangential, then is and therefore 

6*211 “b G (^q/cgp + STg) = 0. 
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If OP is the normal direction ON the change is of another kind ; 
from the definition of the slope, 

5-212 = 

and therefore along any curve in a direction OQ 
5-213 d^^jfjdsq = G^q\ 

but by 1-722 and 3*515 

6*214 d^^jfjdsq — = ^*ivg ^ jv> 

and since a rate of change of a radial is necessarily at right angles 
to the radial itself, the last term vanishes and there remains the 
formula 

5*216 ~ ®^jvg > 

which taken with 5*213 shews that 
5*216. Whatever the direction OQ, 

^Vg=^*g- 

6*22. The general relation of 5*216 is a synthesis of the par- 
ticular relations 

6*221 

6*222 

The first of these can be written in the form 

6*223 

and suggests a reference to 3*32. The second can be compared 
with 5*114, and since the bilinear rate of change is symmetrical 
gives 

6*224 + = 

whence* 

6*226 Ts^-\d{\ogG^)ldss: 

6*226. The spread of the ^-family in any tangential direction is 
the negative of the rate of change of the logarithmic slope of <I> in 
that direction, 

6*23. If application is to be made of 5*113, 5*114 and 5*216 to 
when the directions OP, OQ are both oblique, the radials Ip, 

* Allowance must be made for the possibilitj^ that Q is negative, and for this 
reason the logarithmic slope is defined as ^ log G^, 
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1 q must both be resolved into normal and tangential components. 
Assuming 

6‘231 + ^Ni 

the bilinearity of the function implies 

6-232 <I>®pQ = pq^^T + P^^^sN + 3 ^’^ Vjv + Vjv » 

and according to the purpose in view the useful transformation 
will be 

6*233 - rsO\ = -0 (psTg + qvTj, + pqfcsp) 

or 

6*234 ^^pQ - psG^s - q'^'G^T “ V = -pqGxsT- 

6-31. From 8*515 

6*311 (dls/dsp) = Gd^idlsldsp) 1^, 

and since is zero, 

6-312 ^(dls/dsp) 1 ^ = - ^(dl^/dsp) 1^; 

hence 5*112 is equivalent to 
6-313 = Grl^idl^/dsp) I 5 , 

for an arbitrary direction OP and a tangential direction OS. In 
contrast to this result, Gcf(dlj^ldsp) Ijy^is necessarily zero, but 
is zero only in special cases : the tangency of OS is essential to the 
truth of 5*313. Multiplication of 5*313 by a scalar shews that as 
a linear function of a tangential vector s the bilinear function 
^>^8 is obtained by multiplying by G the projected product of 
dlpfjdsp and s. In particular, since a rate of change of the radial 
Ijvr is necessarily tangential, 

6*314 {dlj^jds^ = G<^f{d\]^ldsp) {dlpjj dso) 

whatever the directions OP, OQ, 

6 32. The function ^'^p{dl 2 rldsQ) will reappear at a later stage ; 
5*314 shews that the function is in fact symmetrical in OP and 
OQ and indicates the geometrical magnitudes with which it is 
connected, whirh depend on the relations of OP and OQ to the 
<l>-surface. If OS, OT are tangential directions, dlj^/ds^, dlifjdsp 
are the corresponding Gaussian velocities; dlj^/dw is the vector of 
curvature of the orthogonal trajectory. Since neither nor Ty 
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is defined except for tangential directions, the notation described 
in 1*55 is applicable and it is possible to write 

5*321 (rfl 

5‘322 {d\ 

5*323 (rfl Njdiif = ; 

the last of these functions is the square of the numerical curvature 
of the trajectory. To discover analytical expressions in which the 
same projected products are involved, let denote temporarily 
the vector, dependent upon OP, which is such that for an arbi- 
trary direction of OR the value of is the projection of on 
OP, and let this vector be resolved into a normal and a tangential 
component. The projection of q^^^ on ONy which by the definition 
of q^^^ is is the projection of the normal component of q^^^ 

on ONy and therefore the normal component of q^^^ is Ij^. 
And from 5*313 the projection of the tangential component of q<^^ 
in any tangential direction is the same as the projection of 
Odli^jdsp in that direction, whence since Odljfjdsp is itself tan- 
gential the tangential component of q^^^ is nothing but Odl^^ldsp, 
Thus, 

5*324 q<^^ = 0 {dl^ldsp) + 

But if OPy OQ are any two directions the projected product 
^q(P)qiQ) is the bilinear scalar function of OP and OQ denoted by 
this is calculable with the greatest ease by means 
of any frame of reference. Hence from 5*324 and the corresponding 
formula giving q^^^ 

5*325 = 0^<^{dl2fldsp) (dl^r/dsQ) 4- 

The three distinct theorems comprehended in 5*325 can be ex- 
pressed in a variety of forms ; among the results are 

5*326 

5*327 

5*328 = 

5*41. In 5*226 and 4*213 we have two distinct and independent 
deductions from the symmetry of the bilinear rate of change of a 
scalar function of position. It is important to observe that thm^e 
can be no deductions independent of these twOy a result implied by 
1*432 : if OSy OT are distinct tangential directions and ON is 
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normal, the complete symmetry of <I>®pQ is deducible from and 
therefore involves no consequences independent of the set of 
equalities 

of which the first is equivalent to 4*213, and the second and third 
express for different directions the single theorem 5*226. 

5 * 42 . To suppose that such formulae as 5*113, 5*114 and 5*216 
assist in the calculation of multilinear rates of change is completely 
to misvalue these formulae. Whatever the system of coordinates, 
the multilinear rates of change are among the functions most 
easily found, and in application to particular surfaces and functions 
it is rather for the sake of the other magnitudes involved that 
results of this kind are desirable. 


6. The Codazzi Function 

6 * 11 . The bilinear curvature fcjis is not a function from which a 
gradient can be formed, for as a rule if the position of 0 is changed 
the directions 0i2, 08 cannot remain unaltered. But there is an 
elegant function which plays as far as possible the part of a 
gradient, and it is with this function that the present chapter is 
concerned. 

From the equation 

6*111 ”1" ~ ® 

it follows that if OR, 08 are specified functions of the position of 
0 on a curve with direction OT on a 3>-surface, then 
6*112 " 1 “ Ot^T^Bs “ 1 ” 0 “ 6 ) 

also by 1*722 and 2*511 
6*113 

^ RST + {dljil dsx) + {dlgj dsrp) 

~ ^EST “ 1 " {^ET^N + T^^c) + E i^ST^N + ^ 

where OC, OD make positive right angles with OB, 08, and 
therefore 

, 6*114 

d^^EsIdSf = EST "b ^^NS^ET + ^^NE^ST + + ^^ED^ 

~ ^^EST + + ^^S^ET ^ 0 ((T t^/Ccs + O* Krr), 
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on substitution from 5’216 and 4*212. Thus 6*112 gives 

6*116 RST “h Gf^s^BT "b Gr^T^BS "b GfXjigx ~ 

where 

6*116 ^BST “ ^ T^^CS “* ^ ^BD‘ 

Thp function defined by 6*116, which I propose to call the 
Codazzi function, belongs like the bilinear curvature to the geo- 
metry of a single surface, for this definition contains no reference 
to the function <I>. But 6*115 is of value as shewing at once that 
the value of \jist depends only on the three directions 0/J, OS, OT, 
not on the variation of OR, OS along any particular curve in the 
direction OT, and moreover that 

6*117. The Codazzi function is linear in each of the three direc- 
tions on which it depends. 

As a formula for the calculation of the Codazzi function 6*115 
may be modified to 

6118 

^BST = ~ "* 

6*12. The Codazzi function Xjist takes special forms if two of 
the directions on which it depends coincide or are perpendicular. 
Whatever the angle between OS and OT, 

6*121 Xgg'p == (dKggl dsqy) — 2(7 fCj)g 

= (dKss/dsjf) — 2<r t^^ss> 

6*122 

= (dKsfldsg) — 2as^^sT ^sEt 

6*123 ^DST — (dfCj)sldSjf) 4- O’ fCgs — Kjdj) 

= {dtCDsjdS'p) — 2(7 2»^ 9x)sr> 

6*124 Xdts = -I- o’s^fCsr~~ ^s^^de 

= {dKjyfjds^ — 2(Tf 9pr — (d€gjildSg)Kj)^, 

6*13. More familiar functions are among those of a single direc- 
tion OT which appear as degenerate forms of the Codazzi function 
and can be regarded as defined by means of a single curve in the 
direction OT; that the function depends only on the direction and 
not on any particular curve is in no case self-evident. In the most 
elementary notation, 

6*131 Xjryr ~ (^dxf^jds^ “* 2fCg^g, 

6*132 ^TET ~ "b — -S)* 
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Thus XxTTf til® simplest of cubic functions, is the function associ- 
ated with the name of Laguerre who first shewed it to depend on 
direction alone, and \tet is the cubic function of Darboux. As 
actually given by 6T16, 

6*133 ^eet ~ (dtc^jgjds) — 

but on substitution from 4*123, this becomes 
6*134 '^eet = 2 {dBjds) - [{dicnids) - 

that is 

6 135 ^EET ” 2.6^y •*“ 

On account of the multilinearity of the Codazzi function, Xtte> 
^ETE bear to the direction OE the relations of Xeet* — ^tet to OT; 
hence 

6 136 ^TTE “ 22?^^ — ^EEEy 

while ^ete is the negative of the Darboux function of the direction 
OE; ^EEE is of course the Laguerre function of this last direction. 

6*14. Naturally it is when the three directions involved are all 
principal or all asymptotic that the Codazzi function is most simply 
expressed. If Kgi^ /Cgz are the geodesic curvatures of the lines of 
curvature, 

6*141 = O-i® = Kgl, 

and therefore 

6 142 ^ni ~ d^ijdsif ~ 2i4 Xj;5t = d^j’J dsij 

6143 ~ d^i/dsg, ^i5s ~ — 2A/c^5, '^zsz~d^zldszf 

where A denotes as before ^ (^g — :v^), the amplitude of curvature. 
The corresponding functions for the asymptotic directions OJ, OK 
are simplified by the relation 

6144 kjk — 9a sin V ; 

if Kgj, Kg^ are the geodesic curvatures, which are the actual curva- 
tures, of the asymptotic lines, 

6*145 

^jjj “ ^jKj ~ (.d<ialdsj) sin V, ^kkj ~ 29a Wgj "b (dvj 

6*146 

^jjK =“ *" 29a — {dvj , ^^jek = (^^o/ dsj^ sin V, "Kkkk =* 29a^pjr» 

6*21. We are now in a position to appreciate the fundamental 
property of the Codazzi function, which is apparent from 6*115 : 



57 


6*211. The Codazzi function is a symmetrical trilinear function 
of the tangential directions on which it depends. 

That the function \rst defined by 6*116 is linear in each of the 
directions OR, OS, OT can be proved without difficulty from the 
most elementary considerations*; indeed, it is by its linearity in 
OT that \rst fii*st attracts attention in the geometry of a single 
surface. The symmetry of Xr^t fhe two directions OR, 08 is 
manifest from the symmetry of krs in the same directions, but the 
discovery that ^^rst depends on OT in the same way as on OiJ and 
08 is both unexpected and fertile. 

6 * 22 . Because \rst is trilinear, 

6*221 

= ^AAA sin /S/i sin sin + Xraa sin Ur sin 8s sin 8t 
+ ^ABA sin 8r sin a.v sin 8t + \±ab sin 8r sin 8s sin 
+ ^ABB sin 8r sin Ov sin -f sin sin 8s sin olt 
+ ^BBA sin aR sin sin 8t + ^bbb sin aR sin olr sin a^, 
and the complete symmetry of the function is implied by the tri- 
linearity if the equalities 

6*222 Xrj^j^ = ^ABA = ^AABi ^ABB = ^BAB ^ ^BBA 

are known for any one pair of distinct directions. On account of 
the symmetry of k^r, there is no distinction between and Xaba 
or between X^bb ^nd Xr^r, and therefore the equations necessary 
to imply 6*211 are two only, namely 

®*223 ^AAB^^ABAy ^ABB^^BBAf 

which on reference to 6*121 and 6*122 are readily identified with 
the equations associated with the name of Codazzi : 

6*224. The Codazzi equations for any pair of families of curves 
of reference express the symmetry of the Codazzi function for the 
directions of reference and imply the complete symmetry of this 
function, 

and it is for this reason that I have proposed to attach Codazzi’s 
name to the function itself. 

From 1*43, 

6*226. Any two pairs of Codazzi equations are equivalent, 
and this result adds interest to a comparison of different forms 
which the equations assume. 

* See 8*1 below. 
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6 ’ 23 . An important interpretation of the Codazzi equations comes 
from 6*136, which can now be read as a relation between 
Darboux function of OT, and the Laguerre function of OE : 

6 * 231 . The sum of the Darboux function of any direction OT and 
the Laguerre function of the perpendicular direction OE is a linear 
function, equal to twice the rate of change in the latter direction of 
the mean curvature of the surface. 

Since the two equations 

6 232 ^tTE = ^TETy ^TEE = ^EET 

differ only in the direction which is denoted by OT, 6*231 implies 
them both*, and is equivalent to any pair of Codazzi equations. 

Angular differentiation gives relations of another kind between 
the functions of Laguerre and Darboux. If the variable directions 
are independent. 


6 233 ^^T^RST — ^RSE‘ 

Hence because the Codazzi function is symmetrical, 


6 234 da'\,rpij\ij% — SXyrjy, 

6 235 da\jiji^ ~ ^'^tee — Xy^y ~ j 

it is easy to express these results in words. 


6 * 31 . The Codazzi equations derived from 6*142, 6*143, and 6*145, 
6*146 are 

6*311 2AfCgi = - d^^jds^, = - d^^ldsu 

and 

6*312 r [fCgj + (dvjdsj)} = {d^alds^) sin v, 

L 29a [f^QK - {dvjds^)] = - {d^iajdsj) sin u, 
and these are inevitably regarded as formulae for the calculation 
of the geodesic curvatures which they involve. The same view may 
be taken of the Codazzi equations in general, for although as a rule 
each equation involves two geodesic curvatures, the pair of equations 

® ^AAB “ > ^ABB ~ ^BBA 

is linear in the pair of geodesic curvatures kg, kg, and has for its 
discriminant ^ab^^ ^aa^bb^ which has been seen in 4*472 to be 
equal to sin^ o) and therefore vanishes only at an umbilic. 

* Formulae equivalent to 6*232 were discovered in 1911 and announced to the 
Fifth International Congress of Mathematics (Cambridge, 1912; Proceedings, vol. 2, 
p. 34) ; I have not hitherto published a proof. 
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6*32. Since any two pairs of Codazzi equations are equivalent, 
the geodesic curvatures in any one pair of families of reference 
curves can be calculated from those in any other pair ; this is in 
accordance with 2*425 and 2*426, but if in illustration we deduce 
Kgj from 6*311 we shall see the economy effected by the enlarging 
oft)ur ideas. Because the swerve is linear in the direction OT, 

6*321 Kgj + (dvjdsj) = (Tj^ = cos i u - sin | u 

= + h (dv/dsi)} cos iv -{fCgz-^ (dv/ds^)} sin 


and therefore from 6*311 

6-322 2^{«„+| 


{d^z -1 A 1 ) 

= sin J u + ^ j- cos J 1/ 


(d^i . . dv . . 





d<ia 

dsx* 


as anticipated. It would be rash to assume that every useful formula 
for a geodesic curvature is given by some Codazzi equation ; in fact 
an example can be given to the contrary. Identically, 


6323 


6324 


d^a 


dv 


, ' ~ 29a 7 cosec V = 
dSi dSi 


d (9o cot‘^ J v) 
dsi 


tan® ^ V, 


d^a , o dv 

J 1- 29a -T~ cosec 

dsz ds^ 


d(9atan®Ju) , 

V — — ^ — j— -cot-*u 

dsj. 


utilising the relations 


6*326 9a^ cot^ i t' = 9a® cot** J v/9a tan J i; = — 

6*326 9o® tan^ ^ u = 9a® tan"* \ vj^a cot ^ u = — »iV ^z » 

it is easy to deduce from 6*312 the expression 
6*327 Kgj = {d log (— V/^i)/dsi} sin J v cos* J v 

+ [d log (- ^^l^^jdsz] cos sin* Jv, 
of which Bonnet has made application, but 6*327 is not as it stands 
a Codazzi equation. 
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7. The TriUnear Rate of Change of a Function of Position 

7*11. In the last section the trilinear rate of change played only 
the subsidiary part of introducing to our notice the Codazzi function 
and establishing its symmetry, and for this purpose the variable 
directions were restricted to be tangential to the <&-surface. The 
next task is to investigate formulae involving the same trilinear 
rate of change with one or more of the directions normal. 

7*12. From the elementary formula 
7*121 = 

since this implies for any variable t on which OP may depend 
7*122 <E)V (dlpldt) = 0^ {d\p/dt\ 

it follows that whatever the direction OQ, 

7*123 (dlN/dsq) = G^pq. 

Here is a simple proof that the function ^^p(dlj^/dsQ) is sym- 
metrical in the directions OP, OQ, a conclusion reached in 5*3, and 
substitution from any of the formulae of 5*32 gives a corresponding 
deduction from 7*123. Thus 5*325 gives 

7*124 + ^*p*^^o* - - PQ'^ G^pG\ 

in which no restriction is implied on OP or OQ, and 5*321, 5*322, 


5'323 imply 


7126 

+ GKs^fCp^ = 0^sT> 

7126 

IT NT + Gks^T^ = 

7127 

^^NNN + Gkp^ = G^2fN> 


Kp in 7*127 denoting either value of the curvature of the orthogonal 
trajectory. 

7*13. The function ^^npq is involved not only in the rate of 
change d^j^p/dsQ but also in the rate of change d^^pQjdn, and 
deductions from the symmetry of the trilinear function are to be 
expected.. If however OQ is normal, nothing is to be anticipated 
that is not deducible from the symmetry of the bilinear function 
GVp> in fact we have from first principles 
7*131 d^^2fpldn ~ ^^nnp ’b idXpjdii) + {d\ 2fldn^f 

and since 

7*132 


(dlp/dn) = 0^ (dlp/dn)y 
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the comparison of 7*131 with 7*123 yields only the identity 
7*133 dQ^pIdn = 4- {dlpjdn). 

But d^^sp/dn repays examination. 

7*21. Expanding d^^spjdn in the usual way and substituting 
from 2*741 we have 

7*211 

= ^^NST + + ^^NT’^S + 

on the other hand, from 4*212, 

7*212 d^^’^spjdn = — d (GKsx)jdn = — (r {dKgpjdn) — G^j^/cgp, 
Hence from 4*212 and 5*114 

7213 

^^NST "h G^N^ST "h ^ ^ ^SE = 0, 

or in a form analogous to that of 6*118, 

7*214 (dfCgpjdn^ — ^dt — ^se 

= - - 2<DVs<&Vr)/(^V)^ 

7*22. When 7*213 is compared with 7*125 the function ^ itself 
disappears, surviving only in the slope: 

7*221 G^gp 4“ G^2{^st 

4- G {{dKgpjdn) — Kpp — O’ Xf^fCgp; — 2TgTp — fCg^Kp^] = 0. 

An algebraical transformation reduces the number of terms in 
this equation. Let T denote IfG, which is the arc function of the 
trajectory with respect to the variable <1>, and has been called the 
spaciousness of the family; then identically, for any directions OP, 

OQ, 


7-222 

11 

1 

7223 

T^pq = - 0-^G^pq + 2G-^G^j.0\, 

so that 


7-224 

GG^PQ-2G^pG'^ = -T-^T-pci. 

But for tangential directions OS, OT, 

7226 

G'gG^P = G^TgTp» 


Hence 

7*226 (dtcgp/dn) — oj/k^p — o^f^Kgs — fcg^/cp^ 
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or in another form, involving <1> but separating completely the 
geometrical from the analytical terms, 

7*227 (^dKgjijdTl) — 0*2^^ f^DT — ^SE — 

= ^^nT^sT — ST* 

7*23. Particular cases of 7*214 are 
7*231 (dfCjfjijdTi^ ^(T jj^ 

7*232 (dKj^'pjdn) — ^et 

and the corresponding cases of 7*226 are 

7 233 {dK'p’jfjdifi^ — 2^r 2f'^^TT — ~ (^^rr ”1” T'^NlCrpf)ITy 

7*234 {dtc^rpldin) — 2<rj^^9^p— “ {^^et "h 

to appreciate the last two formulae, we must recognise as 
/cr/ + the square of the amount of the spin of the tangent 
plane along OjT, and t^E^n^T^ie ^et^tt ^ee^te^ ^bat is, as 22 ?/cjj» 2 t. 

7*24. Two symmetrical bilinear functions in a plaqe OAB are 
identical if they are equal for the pair of directions OA, OA, for 
the pair of directions OA^ OB, and for the pair of directions OB, OB, 
Hence any one group of three independent particular cases of 7*214 
or 7*226 is equivalent to any other group. 

If 02Ms a principal direction, is the square of the corre- 
sponding principal curvature and 93 rr is zero; hence* 

7*241. If OG is a principal direction on a ^-surface and ot is the 
corresponding curvature, then 

(d^jdn) - w** = (T^cc + 

where T is the reciprocal of the slope of 4>, and the rate of change 
of ^ along the orthogonal trajectory of the ^family is given directly 
by 

d^ldn = - ^*cc - 2 

* Since the truth of this theorem for one of the principal directions is not de- 

ducible from its truth for the other, there are two independent formulae involved in 
7*241. These are the formulae whose existence was inferred by Forsytlj in 1903 
(Phil, Tram, Roy, Soc. Land., Ser. A, vol. 202, p. 333) from an enumeration of 
invariants; discovered by the methods described here and translated into a form to 
require no explanation they were announced to the London Mathematical Society 
(Proc, L.M.S., vol. 16, p. xxvii) in 1918. 
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The form taken by 7‘232 and 7*234 for a principal direction, that 
is, by 7'214 and 7*226 when OS, OT sue principal directions at right 
angles, is quite different; Kiz being zero on every surface, dfcizldn is 
zero, and Ki^Kz^ , a multiple of /Ck, is zero also. Thus only two terms 
of 7*234 and three of 7*232 survive, and since is A, the amplitude 
of curvature, and in the swings and 9 ^-® is to be recognised the 
magnitude described as the twist of the family, 

7 * 242 . The twist m of the family of surfaces associated with a 
function <I> is given in terms of ^ itself hy 

and in terms of the reciprocal of the slope of ^ hy 

2A^^^T\zIT. 

Of the results of applying 7*214 and 7*226 to the asymptotic 
directions OJ, OK the most elegant is 

7*243 (d^a/dn) sin v - 9a® cos u = - T f^jT, 

which can easily be verified from 7*241 and 7*242. 

% 

7 * 31 . To deduce from 7*242 formulae for evaluating the twist 
when <I> is given as a function of Cartesian coordinates x, y, is a 
simple matter, but requires some preliminary investigations to which 
the theory of multilinear functions is not essential. 

By its definition, the gradient G of the function <I> is the vector 
whose projections are The slope .G therefore satisfies 

the equation 

7*311 — T”-’^ 1 cos 7 cos /8 \ > 

cos 7 1 cos a 

cos cos a 1 

0 

and since points where ^xj ^yy are simultaneously zero are 
excluded, 0 is determined throughout the region under considera- 
tion by combining this formula with a choice made at a single point. 
The direction normal to the <I>-surface is the direction in which the 
vector Or has the amount G, and therefore 

7 * 312 . The direction cosines of the normal to the ^-surface are 

^.IG, %IG, 
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The ratios of the normal direction are yalGy -^q/G, where 
^a> ya> the components of G and are therefore given by 

formulae of which the first is 


7313 

II 


COS 7 

cos 13 




1 

cos a 




cos a 

1 


The direction whose ratios are is tangential to the 

<I>-surface if 

7*314 = 0, 

and from 0*45 it follows that if the directions OSy OT are tangential 
and egr is an angle from the first to the second, then 

7*316 TG ' % ys Zg = 4>y, <I> 2 ) sin 

Xj* yj* Zr£ 

Also if OE makes a positive right angle with OT round ONy 
then OT makes a positive right angle with ON round OE and 
therefore by 0*45 


7-316 

G (Ip^y vipy rip) — T 

Xo 

Vo 

> 



Xf 

Vt 

Zp 

where XQ,y^, 

Zq have the values 

typified in 

7*313, and by 0*46 

7-317 

II 





11 

Ip 

VI p 

7lp 1 


7*32. The bilinear curvature of the <E>-surface in the pair of 
directions OSy OT is shewn by the comparison of 4*212 with 3*311 
to be given by 

7*321 

GfCgf = — (^^xxt ^yyi ^zzy ^yzy ^zx> ^xy'$^^Sf ySt yTi ^t\ 

SO that in particular for the normal curvature in the direction OTy 

7 322 G/fn “ — ^yy> ^yzt ^zx> ^xy^^T> yVt 

Combining 7*321 with 7*317 we have 


7-323 = 

^xx^S “1" ^yxys "k ^zx^S 

Ip 

«!>* 


^xy^S + ^yyys + ^zy^S 

Trip 

% 


^xz^S "b ^yzys ^zz^S 

Tip 
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hence in terms of ratios alone 
7324 2TG'\ot 


= 

^xx^S + ^yxVs d" ^zx^S 

Xx + yT COS 7 + cos /S 

^x’ 


1 d" ^yyVs d" ^zy^S 

Xrp cos 7 + 2/r + cosa 

% 


1 ^xz^S d" ^yzVs d" ^zz^s 

Xt cos )8 + yr cos a + 


+ 

^xx^T d“ ^yxVT d" ^zaj^r 

Xg + ys cos 7 + Zg cos ^ 

^x 


^xy^T d" ^yyVx d“ ^zy^T 

Xg cos 7 + yg + Zg cos a 

% 


^xz^T d" ^yzVr d* 

Xg cos 13 + yg cos a + Zg 


and the geodesic torsion in the direction OT is given by 
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It is convenient to write 


7326 


'J^2'!SXX 


^xy 


1 

COS 7 

cos/8 


<t>x 

«!>. 


rG%= 

^xx^T d" ^yxyr d" ^zx^T 

Xt + yrp cos y + Zx cos ^ 

^x 


^xy^T + %yyT+^zy^T 

Xx cos 7 4- 2/r d- < 2^21 cos a 

^y 

1 

^xz^'t d" ^yzyr d- ^zz^r 

Xx cos /8 + yr cos a + 

<^z i 


2T^ay^ = 

^yx 

cos/8 


+ 

^zx 

cos 7 

^x 


j ^yy 

cosa 

% 


^zy 

1 

% 


' %Z 

1 

^z 

j 

^zz 

cosa 

^z 


and so on, and to use S*®', H'“, as equivalent to H®*, S**'; 
with this notation, 7'324 becomes 


7-327 

= E« E^^ y.s, Vt, Zt\ 

and 7-325 takes the form 

7-328 = T (E*^, E"^ E^'^ E"^ yr» ^r)"- 

7*33. There is no need of the theory of multilinear functions 
in establishing the theorem that the principal curvatures of the 
O-surface are the roots of the equation 

7331 


On + o** 

On cos 7 + ^yx 

Gn cos (8 + <Pix 

^x 

On cos 7 + ^xy 

On + Oyy 

On cos a + ^zy 

% 

On cos /3 + ^xz 

cos a + ^yz 

On + 

^z 

<^x 

% 

^z 

0 
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Applying to 7*321 the determinantal 

identity 


7?^32 

Rss Rts I 










== - 


Jlxx 


R^=‘ 

ys^T-- ^sVt 




Ryy 

R^y 

ZgXp — Xg Zp 




Ry‘ 


‘>:syT-ys<«T 


yS^T’^^sVT 

Xp XgZp ^sVt Vs^t 

0 


where on the left-hand side Rpq denotes 

S R^^UpVQ, iiy v = x,y, z, 

and the nine coefficients of the form are arbitrary, we have in 
virtue of 7*ijl5 


7333 


^xx 


^zx 

^x 



^xy 

^?/2/ 





^xz 


^zz 

^z 



^x 


^z 

0 


which is also a corollary of 7*331, and applying the same identity 
to 7*327, we have similarly 


7334 

= 

E** 

Syx 

Kzx 

^x 



2*2/ 

Syy 

'Szy 

% 



^xz 

‘Syi 

tSzz 

^z 



^x 

% 

^z 

0 


in making these deductions we may take an arbitrary pair of tan- 
gential directions and appeal to 4*468 and 4*472, or we may take a 
pair of principal directions and remember that 9ti, 985 all vanish. 

7*34. For the calculation of the twist, or indeed of the value 
of any symmetrical bilinear function when its arguments are the 
principal directions of a <I>- surface, it is not necessary to calculate 
the individual ratios of the principal directions ; it is sufficient to 
discover the values of the six combinations 2/13/5, -2^1 ^5, 3/1^5 + ^13/5, 
ZiXz-\‘XiZzy iPT2/5 + 3/1^75, and this we proceed to do. 

It is easy to find five linear functions of these six combinations 
which necessarily vanish : since Kiz is zero, 7*321 gives one such, 
and because the principal directions are perpendicular, 

^1^5 + ViVz + ZiZz + (2/1^5 + Ziyz) cos a + {ziXz + x^z^ cos ^ 

+ (^iyr. + 2/1^3) COS 7 = 0 ; 
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al 80 *multiplying the conditions of tangency 

= 0, + <E>*«5 = 0 

by Xz,Xi and adding we have 

" 1 " ^i^z) “h {p^iyz 4 " 3/1^3) ~ 

and similarly 

4“ ivi^z 4" 4- ^a; {p^iyz 4" 3 / 1 ^ 5 ) = ^i» 

^^zZiZz 4“ iyiZz 4" ^i3/z) 4“ ^a; (^ZyXz 4" OOiZ^) = 0. 

Hence 

7*341. With any Cartesian frame, the six expressions x^x^, y^yz 
ZiZzy yiZz + Ziyzy ZiXz-{-XiZz, x^yz’\‘yiXz are proportional to the five- 
rowed determinants of the matrix 



%y 


^J/2 

^zx 

1 

1 

1 

1 

COS a 

cos/9 

cos 7 

2d>» 

0 

0 

0 

‘I>^ 

% 

0 

24>, 

0 

^2 

0 

^x 

0 

0 

2<I>, 

% 

<^x 

0 


To find the factor which enables us to replace the proportionalitj 
by equality, we remark that 7*341 implies that 

7*342. For arbitrary values of f, g, h, the determinant 




h^ 

gh 

¥ 

fg 

^xx 

^yy 

O 22 

0,2 

O 2 , 

^X)I 

1 

1 

1 

cos a 

coS)8 

cos 7 

20, 

0 

0 

0 

O 2 


0 

20, 

0 

O 2 

0 

0 , 

0 

0 

202 

% 

0 , 

0 


is a multiple of the product {fx^^ + gy^ H- hz^ {faz + gyz 4- hzz)y 
and we evaluate this product in another way. 

If we write temporarily m, w for fai + gyi-\-hzi, fxz-\- gyz-¥hzz 
then identically 

nxj, - mxz = g {x^yz - yiXz) - h {z^Xz - x^Zz\ 
and therefore by 7*315 

TG {nx^ — mXz) — g^g — h^y] 

similarly 

TO (nyi - myz) = TO (nz, - mZz) - g^x- 
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But because 9sr is symmetrical and bilinear, to replace (Vf, yx, 
Zx by ruxx — rnxz, nyi — mys, nzx — mz^ on the right of 7 ‘325 is to re- 
place Vp by — 2nm9it + «i’S8s on the left of the same equation; 
recalling that 9ii, 915, 9* have the values 0, A, 0 and replacing the 
product nm by its value we have the equation 


7-343 - 2T> 0*A (/a;, + gyx -I- hz^ {fx^ + gy^ + hz^ 


ig^t ~ 

+ {h^xc-f^z)%z 
■^{f^y-9^x)^zz 


{g<i?t - h^y) 

+ COS 7 <!>* 

+ (/J’y-S'‘**»)cos/3 
(5f<E>2-A^>j,)cos7 
+ -/**>*) 

+ ^/^y-S'^*)cos« 

(g<t>z-h^y)coa$ 

+ (h^x — f^z) cos a O* 

+ (f^y ~ 9^x) 


It follows that the determinant in 7-342 is a multiple of the 
determinant in 7*343, and once attention is drawn to the existence 
of a connection between them it is a simple matter to reduce the 
former to the product of the latter by — 2. We conclude that 


7*344. The value of the determmant in 7*342 is 

(foc^ 4 - gyi + hz^) {fx^ + gyz + hz^), 

and further that 


7*346. The value of the symmetrical bilinear function Rpq of 
vjhich the expression in terms of Cartesian coordinates is 

ItR^^UpVQy UyV^Xy y, 

when the arguments of the function are the first and second principal 
directions of the ^-surface, is given by 


iJ** 

Rm 




Rxy 



^zz 

^yz 

^zx 

^xy 

1 

1 

1 

COS a 

cos/8 

COS 7 

24>» 

0 

0 

0 

^z 

4 

0 

2$p 

0 

^z 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2^* 

% 

4 

0 
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Dfeterminants of the form occurring here were first used by 
Darboux, who discovered them in his researches on triply-orthogonal 
systems, and we shall call them Darboux determinants. We mUy 
express 7’345 briefly by saying that the value of the Darboux de- 
terminant which has iZ”" for the typical element of its first row is 
^'PG^ARa. 

In passing we may mention another expression involving the 
product {fxi + gyi-\-hzf){fXi-\- gy^ + hz^, interesting in itself but 
as ill adapted as that in 7'343 to giving the value of a bilinear 
function that is not a product. From the identity 


7346 

Rigg Rj*g 

Rgj^ R^j> 

+ 9" Vs + f'^T + 9"yT + h"zj< 


f^^S-^fys-'rh'Zg 

f’xx+g'yT + h’zT I 

0 i 


- Jlxx 

R^ 

ys^T-nsyr 

f" 


Rax Jlzx 

Ryy Rzy 

Ry‘ 1Z« 

““ CO^Z'j* ^syT ”” t/S^T 

9" h" 

S„ = 0, H^ = 0, 


ys^T — ^SyT 

ZgOO'p *“ OSfjZ'p 

^syr ys^T 

0 

0 


f 

9 

h' 

0 

0 


since 
we have 

7-347 2G*A (/«, + gyi + hzy) (/r, + gy^ + hz^) 

= — T® 



gy® 


^x 

/ 

axy 

gw 

g«2/ 

% 

9 

Wna 

gw 



h 

<^x 

^y 


0 

0 

f 

9 

h 

0 

0 


7*36. The application of 7*345 to 7*242 is immediate : 


7*351. At a point which is not an umbilic of the ^-surface through 
it, the twist vr of the ^family is connected with the derivatives of <I> 
by the formula* 

* The formula was first given, in terms of curvilinear coordinates and without 
proof, to the Fifth International Congress of Mathematicians (Cambridge, 1912; 
see Proceedings, vol. 2, p. 31). Results equivalent to 7*351 and 7*352 in terms of 
rectangular Cartesian coordinates were proved subsequently by Herman {Quarterly 
Journal of Mathematics, vol. 46, pp. 284 et seq.). Algebraical transformations of the 
determinant involved are to be found in Darboux’s treatise on triply-orthogonal systems. 
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8T»^‘«r ^ 


T 

•*-xx 

T 

■*2/y 

T^^ 

Tyz 

Tzx 

^xy 







^zx 

^xy 



1 

1 

1 

cos a 

cos /8 

COS 7 




0 

0 

0 





0 

2% 

0 


0 

^x 



0 

0 

24>* 


^x 

0 

where 

T»/r» = 

■-1 

1 

cos 7 

cos )S 

^x 1, 



cos 7 1 cos a ^> 2 , 

cos /3 cos a 1 <I >2 

Ct>^ <Py 0 


and A is the amplitude of curvature of the ^-surface. 

The value of in terms of derivatives of 4> is given in 7 '334 
above. 

The alternative expression for the twist given by 7*242 is more 
complicated, but gives the result explicitly in terms of third 
derivatives of If have the meanings assigned in 7*31, 

then is a linear function of OP in which the coefficient of 

Xp is 

^XX^Q 4 * ^yxyo"^ ^zx^Qy 

and O^^jjpQ is a bilinear function of OP and OQ in which the 
coefficient ot XpXq is 

^xxx^O 4“ ^yxxyo d" ^zxx^o • 

7*362. If the typical element in the first row of a Darhoux 
determinant is 


1 

cos 7 

COS 0 

^x 


1 

cos 7 

COS/3 

^xuv 


cos 7 

1 

cos a 

% 


COS 7 

1 

cos a 

^yuv 


cosyS 

C08« 

1 

•^Z 


cos 

cos a 

1 

^zuv 


<^x 

% 

^z 

0 


^x 

% 


0 


-2 

1 

cos 7 

cos 0 

^xu 


1 

cos 7 

COS^ 

^xv 


COS 7 

1 

cos a 

^yu 


cos 7 

1 

COS a 



cos/3 

cos a 

1 

^zu 


cos^ 

cos a 

1 

^zv 


<^x 

% 

^Z 

0 


^x 

% 

^z 

0 


the value of the determinant is 
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tb is to be remarked that the expression given in this enuncia- 
tion is not in general simply the product of the second derivative 
Tuv by — ; the difference between the two is a function which 

is such that its use as a typical element of the first row produces 
a Darboux determinant that vanishes. 


8. Functions of Direction on a Surface 


811. The fundamental difficulty in applying the theory of 
multilinear functions to problems connected with any single surface 
other than a plane is due to the absence of genuine gradients. 
The directions forming the arguments of such functions as the 
bilinear curvature and the Codazzi function are essentially tan- 
gential, and if the current point varies these tangential directions 
are iaecessarily affected. 

Suppose the surface to be referred to curvilinear coordinates 
u, V and let a standard tangential direction 0 TT be associated with 
each position of 0. Then a function jP(Q, jB, ...) of the tangential 
directions OQ, OJK, ... may be described explicitly as a function 
F{u, Vy €|pq, ...), and if the directions OQ, Oii, ... vary in a 

given manner with the position of 0 on a curve in the direction 
OTy the rate of change of i^(Q, i?, ...) along the curve is given by 


8111 


dsx 
that is, by 


dF du dF dv , pdewQ ,j„ . 


8112 


dF _ ^F du ^ dF dv 
dSf dsT ^ dv dsf 


{dciQ F + dcijiF “t* 



•^’{(TT^daQF-^a-T^dajiF + ...). 

Since u, v are merely particular functions of position on the surface, 
the rates of change dujdsxi dvjds^ are the linear functions 
of OTy and since OTT is assumed to depend only on the position 
of 0, the swerve also is a linear function of OT, On the other 
hand, neither the rates of change dFIds^, daqF, dauF, ... nor the 
swerves 0 -^^, . . . depend in any way on the actual choice of 
coordinates u, v and initial direction 0 W. Thus 


8*113. Associated with any function of direction F (Q, R, ...) on 
a surface there is a function gdb^F which is linear in the direction 
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OT and is such that the rate of change of F along any curve in*the 
direction OT is 

. gdbj^F (T>]SdaQF aqfdaj^F 

The function gdb^F will be called the Darboux gradient of F, 
From 8112, 

8*114. In terms of coordinates u, v and an initial direction 0 W, 
the value of the Darboux gradient gdb^F is given by 

gdb^F = (dF/du) u^t + (?Fjdv) v\ - (dagF + da^F + . . .) 

8*12. For a multilinear function angular derivatives 

dc/gP, dajiPj ... have the values Pbrs..* Pqcs > ••• where OB, 
OCy . . . make positive right angles with OQ, OR, . . . ; hence 

8*121 dP QBs . Ids 'p = gdb'p P q^s + -P brs + P qcs . + . . . . 

There is another route, open only in the case of multilinear func- 
tions, which leads to a similar formula and therefore sher.s a 
different aspect of the Darboux gradient. If the function P^qh 
was defined for all sets of directions, there would be a gradient 
Pjtgh k ^Iso defined for all sets of directions, and for tangential 
directions OQ, OR, OS, ... OT we should have 

8*122 dP QBs /dsf^P QBB r + ^ rrs o ’ P qcs -f . . . 

+ I^ NRS . f<^QT + P QNS ^RT "I' 

If the functions Pnrs.,, Pqns .y ••• which might, of course, be 
different functions, were known, the function Pqrs t could be 
determined for tangential arguments by this formula ; if Pqbs was 
given in the first place for tangential arguments only, the functions 
Pnrs... » Pqns . » • • • could be assigned arbitrarily, and by comparing 
8*122 with 8*121 we see that the Darboux gradient is the gradient 
found by supposing the functions P^rs . > Pqns , all to be 
identically zero. 

Nevertheless, the Darboux gradient is a disappointing function. 
The Codazzi function is the Darboux gradient of the bilinear 
curvature, and if <J> is a function of position on the surface and 
is the linear function d^jdsj<y the Darboux gradient of <1)^ is the 
function (d<I>Vd^r)-" which is in fact symmetrical and is 

valuable on account of its symmetry. But the Darboux gradients 
of the Codazzi function and of the function {d^^sjdsf) — 
prove both to be unsymmetrical ; gradients with the symmetry 
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thrft is desirable are not yielded by any simple general method, 
and all that is possible is to discover special devices effective in 
particular cases. 


8*21. To define multilinear rates of change of a regular scalar 
function of position 4> on the surface, we extend the function to 
the whole of space in the neighbourhood of the surface by associating 
with every point on the normal at 0 the value of O at 0 itself. If 
two or more normals meet at a point Q, the function so defined may 
be many- valued at Q; if however the surface has only ordinary 
points there is a region of space within which no two normals inter- 
sect, and within this region <1> is not only single-valued but regular. 

To assign the values of <I> outside the surface in the way suggested 
seems at first no less arbitrary a proceeding than to construct the 
successive Darboux gradients by defining the functions 

• • • to be zero. But a number of considerations combine to 
modify this impression; the multilinear rates of change formed by 
extending the function in any regular way are necessarily sym- 
metrical; throughout the whole of differential geometry the straight 
line is much more than merely the simplest of curves; and the hypo- 
thesis made is in fact equivalent only to the assumption that the 
functions •••> functions in which no arbitrary 

directions are involved, are all zero. 


8*22. If attention is concentrated upon fche distribution of <I> on 
the surface, <I>V, • • • figure as functions of position only, 

• • • as linear functions of the one variable direction 
or, as bilinear functions of the pair of 

variable directions OS, OT, and so on. The rate of change of any 
one of these functions along a curve on the surface is expressible 
by means of other functions in the set, the typical relation being 


8-221 

Jl+k + l 




. h+k 


irirpQ...RST irtPQ ns 


. h-hk 


+ NNPB 

-f O-y ^2f ,NIfPQ ..RD 

h-\-k 

+ .NNNQ .MS . NNNP. i?S "^ * * * 

+ irNNPQ...R* 
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where OP, OQ, ... OP, 0<S, OP are A; 4- 1 tangential directions ^nd 
OA, OBy . . . 02) make positive right angles with OP, OQ, . . . 0/S. Com- 
parison of 8’221 with 8*121 shews the relation of 

/i I ^ 

to the Daxboux gradient of 


8-222 4 > 


/t+Aj + l 

N...NNPQ . iJS-r 


— .P5 — '^<2r^jV- J^JVTOT PS “” • * * “ NNNPQ...R ’ 

none of the functions <l>*jsrr> ••• vanish identically, 

and therefore unless the surface is a plane, h must be zero for 

h+k 

jy^^pg p 3 to vanish, and k must be unity for the remaining 
terms in the difference between the two functions to vanish^ That 
is to say, is the Darboux gradient of 4>V, but there is no si»iilar 
relation between others of the multilinear functions with which we 
are dealing unless either the surface is plane or the function has 
some special relation to the surface. 


8*23. It is easy, accepting the assumptions 


8*231 = 0, • • • > 

with the implications 

8*232 = 0, d^^j^jyr/c^5p = 0, d ^^ ~ • • •» 

to arrange the formulae included under 8*221 in such an order that 
each of the multilinear functions is introduced without further 
reference to space outside the surface than is implied in the occur- 
rence of bilinear curvatures as factors. The first equation is 


8*233 = d^fdsjif 

from which calculated from a curve lying wholly in the 

surface. Then since 


8*234 

identically, and the rate of change is zero, 
8*235 ~ ^ j 

also because is zero, 

8*236 "f* O' ~ d^^s/^^T* 
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'Next come 

8*237 ^NNT "■ 

8*238 ^^NST •” ^ 

8*239 

+ f^RT^^NS + f^ST^^NR + ^ T^ ^^RD = ^^^Rsl^^Ty 

in which the only fresh functions are 4>Vj^r> ^^rst> 

the process can be continued to any desired extent. 

8*24. Emphatically the formulae of the last paragraph and their 
successors are neither definitions of the multilinear functions nor 
aids to their calculation. For the former part they are unsuitable 
because neither the symmetry nor the multilinearity of the functions 
is in evidence in the formulae, for the latter because the rates of 
ch^pge and the swerves contain parts that are not multilinear which 
it is superfluous to evaluate. To discuss the expression of these 
multilinear functions by means of curvilinear coordinates on the 
surface requires an analytical foundation which is beyond the range 
of this pamphlet, and we must content ourselves with the observa- 
tion that rather than calculate the functions directly from 8*221 
we should combine 8*222 with 8*114 and use the formula, 


8*241 


N NNPQ RHT 
h+k 

NNPQ RS 
h+k 


/du) U^r+ 


-CTt 


w 


/ /i4 


4-4> +... + <!> ) 

NNAQ .RS ^ N NNPB RS^ ^ N NNPQ RD/ 

, * 


— NNNQ RS ”” '^QT^N NNNP . i?.S ^ * * * "“ 


h+k 

'n nnnpq r^ 


but this is not the method actually to be recommended. 

The very lack of symmetry which renders the formulae covered 
by 8*221 unfit to serve as definitions implies that significant rela- 
tions which do not themselves involve multilinear rates of change 
are deducible from these formulae. To work out details is interest- 
ing — it will be found for example that 8*235 and 8*238 together 
imply the symmetry of the Codazzi function — but here we will 
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confine our attention to the simplest problem of the kind, ahd 
examine only 8*236. 


8*31. The bilinear function being symmetrical, we have 
from 8*236, 

8‘311 ““ = id^^rpjdsg) — 

involved in 831 1 are really two families of curves and their 
orthogonal trajectories, and the equality may be written in the 
form 


dSa ds 'T 


or in a different notation as 


dsds \ ^ ds) dm dsds \ ^ ^ ds) din ’ 

where d/dm, d/dm indicate rates of change along the orthogtihal 
trajectories of the families. If the families of curves are everywhere 
orthogonal, 8*313 becomes 

8-314 

dmds dm dsdm ds * 

where denote the geodesic curvatures of a typical member 

of a family and of an orthogonal trajectory of the same family. 

8*32. We must not fail to observe that if what is being discussed 
is the variation on a particular surface of a function already defined 
throughout space, the formulae of 8*23 and the transformations of 
8*31 are not usually valid. For example, in general when the function 
and the surface are defined independently of each other, 

8*321 d^^g/dsjy “ "h "1“ 

and for the last term to disappear either must be zero or OS, 
or must be conjugate directions. Of the cases in which the latter 
condition is satisfied the most important is that in w*hich the two 
principal directions occur: without any hypothesis as to a relation 
between and the surface, 


<i>o 

“ dSfdsi ^ 


rf<l> 

dsyds^'^ ds, ’ 


and so in particular the function which was shewn in 7'242 
to be connected with the twist of the ^-family is expressible 
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a8> {d^TjdSzds^ — KgiidTjds^ or as (d^T/dsids^) + Kgi(dTldsi) 
although in general is not zero and differs from 

(d^TIdsTdss) — <Tjf (dTjdsD) by KsxidTjdn), 

8’33. The cases of 8*311 which are most easily appreciated are 
found in the application to two special families of curves on the 
surface, the <I>-curves and the <I>-orthogonals. The gradient of <1> 
is a tangential vector 0 which is at right angles to the O-curve. 
Points where the gradient is the zero vector being excluded, the 
amounts of the gradient are separate single-valued functions of 
position on the surface, and one of these is chosen to be called the 
slope of 4>; the slope will be denoted by G. The direction in which 
the gradient has the slope G is defined to be the standard direction 
of the <[>-orthogonal and of the tangential normal to the 4>-curve, and 
will be denoted by OM, The direction OL with which OM makes 
a positive right angle is the standard direction of the d>-curve. 

‘i5y definition 


8-331 

II 

P 

li 

whence 


8332 

~ dG 1 dsjt ~ G^jf , 

8333 

= — Gcjf — G {fCgf + {d€jtj^ldS'^\, 

Thus 



8*334. The geodesic curvature of the ^-curve is — 
and 

8*335. The geodesic curvature of the ^-orthogonal can he expressed 
both as — (l^g Gr^)ldsL- 

It may be added that 8*335 is deducible from 2*831 and 5*224, 
for with the convention by which is extended into space a 
^>-surface is the ruled surface composed of the normals to the 
original surface along a <I>-curve. 

8*41. I have not succeeded in continuing satisfactorily the 
sequence of geometrical functions of which the first two members 
are the bilinear curvature and the Codazzi function. Differentiation 
of 6*115 gives 

8*411 ^*QRST + ^ QTf^liS + + G'sTf^QR + 

+ G^QgfCji2'-b G^uf^ST"^ G^ Q^RST + G^ jiXqgj^ + G^gXqjix 
+ G^t\rS + G^n {K^Q'rf^RS ^RTf^QS + + GflQugT = 0 , 
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where 

8*412 tlQRST = f^Slk "" ^ST^Q* > 

.and while 8*412 shews that fiQ^sT depends only on the form of the 
<I>-surface, 8*411 shews that the function is a symmetrical quadri- 
linear function of tangential directions. Thus there is no difficulty 
in the construction of the third member of the sequence of functions, 
and none is to be anticipated in repeating the process again and 
again, but no general rule is apparent under which the constructions 
fall, and it is evident that the formulae rapidly become too com- 
plicated to be intelligible without some clue to their composition. 
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INDEX OF DEFINITIONS 


Amount of a vector 

0*1 

Amplitude of curvature, A ... 

4*42 

Angular derivative, da 

0-6 

Asymptotic angle, v 

4-54 

Asymptotic torsion, fj/, Sa 4*52, 

4*54 

Biliiiflur curvature, 

2*31 

Bilinear rate of change, ... 

3*31 

Bilinear torsion, y,sr 

4*32 

Codazzi function, 

6-11 

Core 

1-31 

Darboux determinant 

7*34 

Darboux function of 


direction, \tet ••• 

6*13 

Darboux gradient, gdh^ 

8-11 


Defect of curvature, 

4*32 

Geodesic curvature, k^, o-y'^ 2 21, 2*41 
Geodesic torsion, 2*11, 2*32 

Gradient of a core 1*71 


Gradient of a scalar function, G 

3*22 

Laguerre function of 


direction, Xm* ... 

613 

Linear function 

Ml 

Mean curvature, B 

4-12 

Multilinear function 

Ml 

Multilinear rate of change, ^ 

3-41 

Normal angle, w 

2*52 

Normal curvature, ktt 2*1 1, 

2*32 

Projected product of two cores 

1*53 

Projected product of two 


vectors, c^rs ... 

0-2 

Radial, Ij^ 

01 

Slope, G 

3-22 

Soiu’ce 

1-51 

Spaciousness, T 

7-22 

Spread, 

2-73 

Swerve, 

2-41 

Swing, 

2*71 
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XST •••••• 
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(Tj-^ 

.. 2*41 

S 
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V 
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Y 
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0% 
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CO 
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A 
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B 

.. 4*12 

Cl, Cz ... 

.. 4*42 

D 

.. 0*6 
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.. 0-6 

E 
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O 

.. 3*22 

G 

.. 3*22 

s 

.. 0*2 

gdhx 
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/ 
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K 
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